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The CAF 
disappearing 
act 
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BY STUART BENSON

With the release of the For-
eign Interference Com-

mission’s preliminary report 
last week, national security 
and intelligence expert Wesley 
Wark says “the jury is still out” 

on whether it was a valuable 
exercise, or simply a retread of 

BY NEIL MOSS

As the wait for Canada’s re-
imagined approach to African 

engagement continues to grow, 
parliamentarians are becoming 
increasingly perplexed about how 

Continued on page 26 Continued on page 25

NEWS

BY NEIL MOSS

The federal border agency’s 
compliance with access-to-in-

formation law is under the micro-
scope with the department telling 
thousands of people to resubmit 
months-old requests, while Parlia-
ment’s information watchdog is 
taking aim at the organization’s use 
of the access system for applicants 
to obtain their immigration files.

In February, the Canada 
Border Services Agency (CBSA) 
revealed that it could not access 
information it had collected in 
processing its backlog of 16,000 
requests through the Access to 
Information and Privacy (ATIP) 
acts after maintenance performed 
by Shared Services Canada.

It has since been able to recov-
er around 4,000 ATIPs, CBSA said 
in a May 3 release, leaving 12,000 
inaccessible.

CBSA is now telling the re-
questers behind the sequestered 
ATIPs to resubmit requests that 

were made between September 
2021 and November 2023, noting 
that processing the resubmitted 
requests would be a “priority,” and 
that the $5 application fee will be 
waived.  

CBSA spokesperson Rebec-
ca Purdy told The Hill Times 
that legislated timelines would 
not restart with a resubmitted 
request, noting that responding 
to ATIPs will vary based on the 
request. The Access to Informa-
tion Act mandates that access is 
given within 30 days of a request 
being received, but departments 
and agencies can extend the time 
limits for an undefined “reason-
able period of time.” The Privacy 
Act also mandates a response 
in 30 days, with an option of an 
additional 30-day extension if 
processing the request in the orig-
inal timeline would “unreasonable 
interfere with the operations” of 
the organization.

The ‘jury is still out’ on the value of 
foreign interference inquiry following 
preliminary report, says national security 
and intelligence expert Wesley Wark

Once a strategy, later a 
framework, Canada now 
unwilling to define Africa 
engagement rethink

CBSA’s access-to-
information woes continue 
with 12,000 requests 
inaccessible, requestors 
encouraged to resubmit

p. 12

NEWS NEWS

 BY STUART BENSON

The Speaker of the House of 
Commons is once again facing 

calls to resign from two parties in 
the Chamber following a rau-
cous Question Period last week 
that saw two Conservatives—in-
cluding the leader of the official 
opposition—ejected. But political 
observers say that addressing the 
real issue at the heart of the in-
creasing erosion of decorum may 
not require a new Speaker, but an 
entirely new Parliament.

On April 30, during an unusu-
ally contentious Question Period, 

Continued on page 4

Sen. Colin 
Deacon: 

We must become 
a digital-first 

nation 
p. 13

Environment 
   policy   
   briefing 
   pp. 15-24

Tim
Powers

p. 6

Party
Central

p. 29

House of Commons 
chaos a symptom of a 
past-expiry Parliament, 
not just Speaker’s 
judgement, say politicos
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Speaker Greg Fergus enters the House of Commons on Dec. 13, 2023. Fergus is 
once again facing calls for his resignation over his handling of the April 30 
Question Period, which saw the expulsion of Conservative Leader Pierre 
Poilievre and MP Rachael Thomas. The Hill Times photograph by Andrew Meade



The Canadian Press’ interim 
Ottawa bureau chief and 

Washington, D.C., correspondent 
James McCarten left the news 
service late last week.

“It’s time (long past time, prob-
ably) for me to go and make room 
for those who are better equipped 
to confront what the future of 
journalism holds,” McCarten wrote 
on LinkedIn on May 2, recalling 
when he first stepped into CP’s 
office in 1994, he was drawn into 
the “intoxicating world of wonder” 
of “a downtown Toronto newsroom 
frantic with action, no matter the 
hour.”

“Of course, that old Toronto 
newsroom isn’t there anymore, 
both literally and figuratively. The 
news business has changed, as it 
always does: It’s harder and faster 
and more demanding than ever.” 

McCarten confirmed to Heard 
on the Hill that May 3 was his last 
day at CP. He’s been the agency’s 
Washington bureau chief since 
2018.

McCarten has also been editor 
of CP’s Caps and Spelling, and 
the CP Style Guide, both go-to 
resources on the desks of most 
journalists in Canada whenever 
there’s a question about capitaliza-
tion, whether or not to hyphenate, 
or to confirm the correct spelling 
of a word. 

“Due to the circumstances of 
the last few months, I have been 
helping out in Ottawa on an acting 
basis and travelling back and forth 
between D.C. and Ottawa as need-
ed,” he said by email, referring to 
his additional interim role as CP’s 
Ottawa bureau chief following the 
departure of Joanna Smith back in 
February.

At the time, McCarten told The 
Hill Times that his assignment in 

the U.S. capital “doesn’t end until a 
little bit later this year.”

McCarten confirmed to HOH 
that he’s leaving the news industry.

“I start on Monday [May 6] with 
Manulife as global vice-president 
of information and analysis in their 
global government relations de-
partment. I’m working with Mary-
scott (Scotty) Greenwood, formerly 
of the Canadian American Busi-
ness Council in D.C.” McCarten 
confirmed, noting his family will 
now be based in Toronto.

McCarten said he didn’t know 
who would be taking over for him 
in his various roles at CP, saying 
that would be up to the news 
service’s senior leadership at head 
office in Toronto.

EU members host 
Eurovision watch 
party in Ottawa 
May 11

The European Union-member 
embassies in Ottawa—and the EU 
Delegation office, of course—have 
a bunch of events planned this 
week to mark Europe Day on 
May 9.

After sunset on May 8, the 
Ottawa sign in the ByWard Market 
is among a number of landmarks 
across Canada—including the CN 
Tower in Toronto, and Niagara 
Falls—that will be lit up blue and 
yellow to mark the eve of Europe 
Day.

On the big day, May 9, the EU 
flag will be raised at Ottawa’s City 
Hall, and also at Queen’s Park in 
Toronto. Diplomatic receptions will 
take place to celebrate Belgium 
taking over the group’s rotat-

ing presidency in Ottawa and in 
Montreal.

But the showstopper event is 
on May 11 in Ottawa when the 
Alliance française, the Embassy of 
Sweden, and the Ottawa cluster of 
European Union National Insti-
tutes for Culture co-host “the best 
Eurovision watch party in Ottawa,” 
according to the invitation. The 
grand finale of the (in)famous Eu-
rovision song contest—hosted by 
Sweden in 2024, thanks to Swedish 
singer Loreen’s win last year—will 
be streamed live from 3-6 p.m. The 
party includes online trivia quizzes, 
live voting at each table, karaoke 
contests, and door prizes from 
EU-member embassies and the 
EU Delegation. The party will take 
place at the Maison de la Franco-
phonie d’Ottawa, 2720 Richmond 
Rd. Limited tickets are available at 
af.ca.

Europe Day celebrates the 
Schuman Declaration, named after 
Robert Schuman, the post-Second 
World War French foreign minister 
who, in 1950, proposed a visionary 
idea of European unity and soli-
darity that marked the beginning 
of the 27-member union we know 
today.

Senator Oudar and 
MP Turnbull update 
their titles

One Senator and one Liberal 
MP will be getting some new busi-
ness cards.

Quebec Senator Manuelle 
Oudar, who was appointed to the 
Red Chamber on Feb. 13, joined 
the Independent Senators Group 
on May 2.

“Oudar’s impressive experience 
in public governance and accom-
plishments in the public sector, 
demonstrated leadership abili-
ties, and knowledge of corporate 
administration qualify her as an 
invaluable addition to the Inde-
pendent Senators Group,” said ISG 
facilitator Raymonde Saint-Ger-
main, whose group now totals 42 
members.

Meanwhile, over in the House of 
Commons, Liberal MP Ryan Turn-
bull got his parliamentary secretary 
assignment quietly adjusted on 
April 29. The order-in-council that 
day calls for the Whitby, Ont., MP 
to henceforth be styled “parliamen-
tary secretary to the deputy prime 
minister and minister of finance 
and parliamentary secretary to the 
minister of innovation, science, and 
industry.” First elected in 2019, Turn-
bull was initially appointed as PS to 
Innovation, Science, and Industry 
Minister François-Philippe Cham-
pagne this past September.

Stephen Harper to 
speak in Toronto 
May 13

Tickets are sold out for former 
Conservative prime minister Ste-
phen Harper’s May 13 address to 
the C.D. Howe Institute in Toronto.

Harper is scheduled to deliver 
the 2024 Hugh and Laura MacKin-
non Roundtable Luncheon address. 
This is only the second MacKinnon 
Luncheon event to take place. The 
inaugural one was held just a few 
months ago in November 2023 fea-
turing Conservative Leader Pierre 
Poilievre as the keynote.

Bloc Leader Blanchet 
to address Montreal 
Chamber of 
Commerce on May 14

Bloc Québécois Leader Yves-
François Blanchet will headline 
a lunch event at the Chamber of 
Commerce of Metropolitan Montre-
al on May 14.

The title of his talk—which he 
will give in French, naturally—is 
“A Quebec model of prosperity.” 
Following his remarks, Blanchet 
will sit down with the Chamber’s 
president and CEO Michel Leblanc 
to discuss issues affecting business-
es in Montréal and Quebec. 

This will be Blanchet’s first talk 
at the Chamber, according to the 
event listing on its website.

The presentation will take place 
at Fairmont The Queen Elizabeth, 
900 René-Lévesque Blvd. W., in 
Montreal.

The 20th Century 
Boys back on stage 
May 9

The 20th Century Boys, a band 
featuring a rotating cast of current 
and former Ottawa media and polit-
ical types including CPAC person-
ality Glen McInnis, will perform a 
fundraising concert on May 9 at the 
Rainbow Bistro.

According to Hill Times’ social 
butterfly Stuart Benson—a.k.a. 
Party Central—the Boys’ show he 
attended back in December was 
standing-room only as loyal fans 
came out to hear former CPAC 
anchor Peter Van Dusen and the 
band crank out hits from The Roll-
ing Stones, Amy Winehouse, The 
Temptations, and Neil Diamond, 
just to name a few.

Thursday’s show is a fundraiser 
for PAL Ottawa which supports se-
nior artists and arts workers. There 
will also be raffle prizes including 
a pair of Bronze Passes to this sum-
mer’s Ottawa Jazz Festival. 

The show starts at 8 p.m. on 
May 9 at the Rainbow Bistro, 76 
Murray St: therainbow.ca.

NAWL receives 
Women, Peace, and 
Security award

The National Association of 
Women and the Law (NAWL) 
received the government’s 2023 
Women, Peace, and Security Civil 
Society Leadership Award in a 
virtual ceremony on May 2, which 
Foreign Affairs Minister Mélanie 
Joly tuned in for.

In her remarks as she presented 
the award, parliamentary secretary 
for women and gender equality and 
youth Lisa Hepfner highlighted the 
work of a strong feminist sector to 
helping end gender-based violence, 
and advancing equality for women.

NAWL’s executive director 
Tiffany Butler thanked the group’s 
partners, including PolySeSouvi-
ent and the #Women4GunControl 
coalition, “who worked tirelessly 
alongside NAWL to make a safer 
Canada free from gun violence,” she 
said in a press release. 

cleadlay@hilltimes.com
The Hill Times

CP Style god James 
McCarten leaves the 
national wire service 
after 30 years

THE HILL TIMES   |   WEDNESDAY, MAY 8, 20242

Christina Leadlay

Heard On The Hill

After 30 years 
with the 
Canadian Press, 
James McCarten 
announced May 
3 was his last 
day. He is 
relocating in 
Toronto to work 
for Manulife. 
Photograph 
courtesy of 
LinkedIn

Senator Manuelle Oudar joined the 
Independent Senators Group on May 2. 
Photograph courtesy of the Senate of 
Canada’s X account

Former prime minister Stephen Harper 
will speak in Toronto on May 13. The 
Hill Times photograph by Andrew Meade

Bloc Québécois Leader Yves-François 
Blanchet will address the Montreal 
Chamber of Commerce on May 14. The 
Hill Times photograph by Andrew Meade





Conservative Leader Pierre Poil-
ievre (Carleton, Ont.) was named 
by Speaker Greg Fergus (Hull–
Aylmer, Que.) after refusing to 
only withdraw his comments call-
ing Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
(Papineau, Que.) a “wacko,” rather 
instead attempting to withdraw 
and replace that word with “radi-
cal” and “extremist.”

The Speaker gave Poilievre 
four opportunities to “simply 
withdraw” his comments before 
naming him and ordering his 
departure from the Chamber for 
the rest of the day.

The tension had quickly 
ratcheted up during that day’s 
Question Period, with Trudeau 
taking early shots at Poilievre 
over his impromptu pit stop to 
meet with anti-carbon tax pro-
testors on the New Brunswick–
Nova Scotia border, and accusing 
Poilievre of “shameful, spineless 
leadership,” and shaking hands 
with “white nationalists” to court 
their support.  

Following Poilievre’s removal, 
the entire Conservative caucus 
left their seats and followed 
Poilievre out of the Chamber. 
Many tweeted their dissatis-
faction immediately from the 
lobby, focusing their attacks on 
drug decriminalization in British 
Columbia. 

While the Conservatives have 
previously mounted fundraising 
campaigns following the expul-
sion of caucus members from 
the House, including MP Raquel 
Dancho (Kildonan–St. Paul, Man.) 
in December 2022, this time the 
Liberals also got in on the action.

That evening, Parker Lund, 
the Liberal Party’s director of 
communication, posted to X that 
the party’s fundraising email 
following Poilievre’s ejection had 
become that month’s single best 
fundraising effort “in just over 
an hour.”

In an emailed response to The 
Hill Times on May 3, Lund said 
that while the party doesn’t dis-
close internal fundraising figures, 
the fundraising email was “the 
best of 2024 so far.”

On May 1, both the Conserva-
tives and Bloc Québécois called 
for Speaker Fergus to resign. The 
Conservatives argued that Fergus 

had behaved in a partisan and 
biased way by ordering Poilievre 
to be removed, but allowing 
unparliamentary language from 
Trudeau. 

While Bloc Québécois Leader 
Yves-François Blanchet (Beloeil–
Chambly, Que.) had commended 
Fergus for using “common sense” 
following Poilievre’s removal, 
the next day, Bloc House Lead-
er Alain Therrien (La Prairie, 
Que.) said Fergus should resign 
because of his inability to manage 
the House.

In an interview with The 
Hill Times, Conservative pundit 
Jordan Paquet, a senior con-
sultant with BlueSky Strategy 
Group, said it was less a question 
of whether Fergus could still 
manage the House, and more an 
issue of a Parliament well past its 
best-before date.

Paquet, a former principal 
secretary to then-Conservative 
interim leader Rona Ambrose, 
said that in previous instances of 
a Parliament as dysfunctional as 
this one, the remedy would be to 
call an election and create a new 
one. 

However, as a matter of 
“political survival,” neither the 
Liberal government nor the New 

 Democrats supporting them 
with the supply-and-confidence 
agreement could afford to call an 
election now. 

Unfortunately, whether an 
election is called tomorrow or 
in October 2025, all parties are 
already on a pre-election footing, 
Paquet said, adding he expects 
the Chamber to be increasing-
ly “raucous” until the House is 
 finally dissolved. 

While Paquet said the Speak-
er is not entirely to blame for 
the difficulty of presiding over 
this House of Commons, he said 
Fergus had not done himself any 
favours with his handling of the 
April 30 Question Period, partic-
ularly given the previous issues 
that have arisen since he took up 
the chair.

“I think people were willing to 
give him the benefit of the doubt, 
but [Fergus] is somebody who 
was serving as parliamentary sec-
retary, so it was tough for people 
to see him as non-partisan, even if 
he entered with good intentions,” 
Paquet explained.

However, Paquet said that the 
benefit of the doubt was quickly 
strained, initially when Fergus 
delayed a Question Period early in 
his tenure as Speaker attempting to 
deliver a speech on decorum, and 
then again last December following 
the controversy regarding a video 
he filmed that was used during an 
Ontario Liberal convention.

In the video filmed in his 
office, Fergus appeared in his 
Speaker’s robes, thanking outgo-
ing Ontario Liberal interim leader 
John Fraser for his friendship, 
and reminiscing about their time 
working together for the party 
to elect former Ontario premier 
Dalton McGuinty.

On Dec. 4, 2023, Fergus apolo-
gized to the House of Commons, 
telling MPs that he had been told 
the message would be “non-po-
litical” and intended for an 
“intimate gathering,” and was not 
aware it would be shown at the 
convention. 

However, that apology was not 
enough for either the Bloc Québé-
cois or the Conservative Party, 
which both called for Fergus to 
resign as Speaker. Following a 
brief study, the Procedure and 
House Affairs Committee rec-
ommended Fergus issue another 
apology and pay a fine.

On Feb. 29, MPs on the Board 
of Internal Economy unanimous-
ly agreed to fine Fergus $1,500 
for using House of Commons 
resources to make the video.

Paquet said that while it was 
the Speaker’s job to respond to 
issues of decorum and disrespect 
during proceedings, in the con-
text of a chair who did not enjoy 
the confidence of nearly half the 
House of Commons, it would be 
incredibly difficult for his deci-
sions to be seen as legitimate.  

Paquet also said there was a 
perception of inequity in the way 
Fergus dealt with Poilievre’s com-
ments and those of Trudeau.

If Fergus had allowed Poilievre 
to reframe his comments as he 
had offered Trudeau the chance to 
do with his “spineless leadership” 
comment, Paquet said he believes 
“we wouldn’t still be talking 
about it today.”

House of Commons 
chaos a symptom of a 
past-expiry Parliament, 
not just Speaker’s 
judgement, say politicos
Whether or not 
Speaker Fergus’ 
difficulties in 
presiding over the 
House of Commons 
are entirely his fault, 
‘Parliament has to 
function, and if it 
can’t, that’s what an 
election is for,’ says 
Conservative pundit 
Jordan Paquet.
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Bloc 
Québécois 
House leader 
Alain Therrien 
says the House 
Speaker 
should resign 
because of his 
inability to 
manage the 
Chamber. 
The Hill Times 
photograph by 
Andrew Meade

Bluesky 
Strategy 
Group’s 
Jordan Paquet 
says Speaker 
Fergus ‘didn’t 
do himself any 
favours’ by 
not allowing 
Poilievre to 
reframe his 
comments as 
he had offered 
to Trudeau. 
The Hill Times 
photograph by 
Stuart Benson



“I think he may have already been irked 
because someone else had just challenged 
him,” Paquet said. Prior to Poilievre’s 
removal on April 30, Conservative MP Ra-
chael Thomas (Lethbridge, Alta.) was also 
named and asked to leave the House after 
calling Fergus’ handling of the day’s pro-
ceedings “disgraceful” following Trudeau’s 
“spineless” comment.

On May 1, Thomas challenged Fergus’ 
decision, arguing that her privileges as an 
MP had been violated since she had been 
removed despite withdrawing her com-
ments. Thomas pointed to the unofficial 
transcript from the previous day, which 
indicated that she had withdrawn her com-
ment before being removed. However, the 
official Hansard transcript did not include 
her withdrawal. 

In response, Fergus asked Thomas to 
“share all information that she would like 
to have the speakership evaluate,” and that 
it would do so with “extreme importance.”

While his handling of Thomas’ removal 
and the subsequent removal of Poilievre 
can simply be attributed to human error, “it 
didn’t do Fergus any favours” in improving 
his legitimacy as an “independent referee” 
in the eyes of the Conservative caucus. 

“He has to be extra careful going 
forward,” Paquet said, adding that even an 
unimpeachable performance from Fergus 
from now on may not be enough to remedy 
the underlying malady afflicting the func-
tioning of Parliament.

“At the end of the day, Parliament has to 
function, and if it can’t, that’s what an elec-
tion is for,” Paquet said. “I don’t think there 
will be one anytime soon, but it seems like 
that may be the only thing that could fix 
most of this.”

Olivier Cullen, a senior adviser with 
Summa Strategies and former chief of 
staff to Indigenous Services Minister Patty 
Hajdu (Thunder Bay–Superior North, Ont.), 
said that while he had the “utmost respect” 
for Fergus, it was undeniable that the 
Speaker had lost control. 

“When the heckling is aimed at the 
Speaker rather than through him, he’s lost 
control,” Cullen said. 

However, Cullen challenged the idea 
that Fergus had been given a completely 
good-faith reception. He said that despite 
Fergus’ legitimate errors in judgement 
early on, he doesn’t believe those mistakes 

were grave enough to warrant the Conser-
vatives’ “collective distrust.”

“He has lost confidence in the House, 
but the loss of confidence is based on 

partisan jabs; it’s not based on reality,” 
Cullen explained, noting that if Fergus 
were to become the second Speaker 
to resign in less than a year, the list of 

potential, willing replacements would be 
sparse.

“If I’m sitting as a Liberal backbencher, 
I wouldn’t be interested in that because 
you know exactly what will happen,” 
Cullen explained. “They’ll put you under a 
microscope, and watch your every sin-
gle move and word you say. And as soon 
as there’s one slip, well, that’s the third 
Speaker down.”

While Cullen said he doesn’t believe 
there is a way to go back to the days before 
quick social media soundbites and contro-
versy-fuelled fundraising efforts, he agreed 
with Paquet that there is a way forward 
after an election. However, much of that 
depends on who is elected to that new Par-
liament, and what kind of politicians they 
want to be.

“The only way forward is if there’s some 
concerted effort by people who want to 
change this behaviour to put their hand up 
to run because we’re not going backwards,” 
Cullen said.

sbenson@hilltimes.com
The Hill Times
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Even the smallest among us continue to benefit from 115 years of 
our drive and discovery. Whether we’re creating innovations in health 
care, developing more sustainable methods to feed the world or 
discovering feasible ways to protect our planet, our focus will always 
be on making lives better… one (small) breakthrough at a time. See our impact: UofA.ca   

Making the 
biggest impacts
...in the tiniest places.
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Conservative MP Rachael Thomas arrives in the 
House of Commons foyer before Question Period 
on May 1, 2024. The Hill Times photograph by 
Andrew Meade

Summa 
Strategies’ 
Olivier Cullen 
says that while 
he agrees 
Speaker 
Fergus has 
lost control of 
the house, the 
list of willing 
volunteers 
who could 
replace him is 
very short. 
Photograph 
courtesy of X
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OTTAWA—Something as-
tounding happened last week. 

No, it wasn’t all the nonsensical 
shenanigans in the House of 
Commons. That was performance 
art more reflective of a playpen 
than a democratic legislative 
chamber. But who am I kidding? 
Parliament has seen bizarre child-
like hijinks before, and will again.

More fascinating than the 
exchange of venom between the 
prime minister and the leader 
of the opposition was seeing the 
Conservative Party leader write 
an old-school op-ed in a “lam-
estream media”—his descrip-
tion—paper. In a direct and surly 
manner, he screamed to corporate 
Canada that they should fire their 
lobbyists, and make the case for 
their policies with the public.

A couple of disclaimers at 
this point: yes, I am an owner of 
a government relations/lobbying 
firm. So some may say I have 
some blatant self-interest here. 
Second, while we haven’t put 
up the “for sale” sign yet—and 
aren’t going to—I’d say to move 
past the headline and dig into the 
substance of the opinion piece, as 
there is some instructive guidance 
in there.

Beyond Pierre Poilievre’s 
usual snarling and aggressive 
posturing, he is delivering a valu-
able message to the Canadian 
business community. If you want 
to move the policy needle, you 
need to do what labour unions, 
environment groups, and some 
civil society groups have been 
doing for years: get more into 
the public selling and politicking 
of key agenda items. Where you 
can get the public on board, do 
it. Don’t assume it will happen as 
some kind of incidental contact.

For many of us, this is not a 
new message or foreign advice. 
The political marketing of a 
corporation’s pursuit seems to be 
a strange concept for many in our 
business community. Yet many 
of those same companies spend 
millions upon millions of dollars 
selling their products to people 
assuming that direct product 
marketing is the same as political 
marketing, which it most often it 
is not. 

Justin Trudeau came to power 
in 2015 in part by benefiting from 
the able political marketing of 
environmental and labour groups. 
These various bodies helped 
create a climate where a politi-
cian talking about investing in 
climate change and playing on 
the aspirations of people in the 
middle class and those helping to 
join it could succeed. And succeed 
Trudeau did.

Even in this day and age, the 
Canadian business community 
still tends to be more conservative 
in public disposition—better to 
not make noise, and use civil con-

versations established through 
relationships to make their case 
to policymakers. While that still 
is important (read: self-interest 
here), now more than ever, we 
live in a show-me-the-money/
polling-data world. Politicians—
particularly federal Conservative 
ones—want to see if you have 
thought beyond your nose and 
have done the political model-
ling of a policy you are pursuing. 
Socio-economic modelling is nice, 
but the showing of money comes 
with the political viability of the 
proposal being proffered.

It can be argued that the Cana-
dian business community hasn’t 
really leaned into a public persua-
sion campaign since the 1988 free-
trade election. Back then, they had 
to work hard to make the case in 
concert with the then-Progressive 
Conservative Mulroney govern-
ment that free trade was a winner 
for all Canadians, not just those 
working in the private sector. That 
was 36 years ago.

In the intervening period, 
while business has generally been 
complacent in political market-
ing, others have filled the void 
and taken greater control of the 
agenda. What is that old saying? 
You snooze, you lose.

Poilievre has just set the alarm 
clock. Time to wake up to the real-
ity of the political communications 
environment in which we live.

Tim Powers is chairman of 
Summa Strategies and managing 
director of Abacus Data. He is a 
former adviser to Conservative 
political leaders.

The Hill Times

KAMOURASKA, QUE.—The 
concept of civil disobedience 

is as old as time itself. The early 
Greek philosophers grappled with 
it. In the nascent stages of democ-
racy, the question was: should the 
authority of the majority always 
be respected?

In the 19th century, Henry 
David Thoreau coined the phrase 

in his essay On the Duty of Civil 
Disobedience in refusing to pay 
his taxes for wars and slavery. 
Mahatma Gandhi undertook 
unlawful activities against the 
British in India many times. 
Martin Luther King Jr. led civil 
rights protesters in marches that 
broke the law. And Saul Alinsky 
counselled leftists on how to 
develop strategies that defied the 
authorities.

But in each of these actions, 
it was acknowledged breaking 
the law meant consequences. 
Indeed for many, going to jail was 
a badge of honour. As protests 
and occupations have taken over 
Canadian streets and university 
campuses of late, this is pertinent 
to issues of free speech and the 
right to protest.

University of Waterloo profes-
sor Emmett Macfarlane is seen 
to be the constitutional expert 
heir to Eugene Forsey and Peter 
Hogg. In an April 30 blog, he sent 
out his thoughts on the “encamp-
ments” at American and Canadian 
universities: “They are techni-
cally trespassing. But so long 
as protesters are not otherwise 
committing crimes or interfering 
with the university’s ability to get 

on with its business, the quick 
reaction to call for police enforce-
ment is repressive and contrary to 
the basic rights of free expression 
and peaceful assembly.”

Subsequently, I read journalist 
Justin Ling, whose reports on 
the convoy occupation in Ottawa 
were the “go-to” source of infor-
mation. In a piece titled “Leave 
those kids alone,” he described 
what he saw at Columbia Univer-
sity. “There has been, however, 
lots of speech that makes people 
uncomfortable. … You agree or 
disagree with any or all of that—
some of it, you almost certain-
ly should—but it ought to be 
protected speech. It may provoke 
emotional debates and argu-
ments, but it is not violent.”

Ling drew parallels with 
the protests in 1968 against the 
Vietnam War on the same Co-
lumbia campus, which involved 
a lengthy occupation and police 
intervention, but resulted in social 
change: “We look back at those 
protests, now, with some degree 
of nostalgia.”

I responded to both Mac-
farlane and Ling directly. To 
Macfarlane’s point, I noted the 
language and the comportment of 

the protesters had been aggres-
sive: there were clear examples 
of vandalism, intimidation, and 
“technical” trespass—many of 
the demonstrators camped out at 
McGill University are not McGill 
students by their own admission, 
but rather hailing from Concor-
dia University—and therefore, 
police intervention should be 
considered.

I pointed out to Ling that the 
protests in the 1960s were often 
financed by the Soviet Union as 
a means of disrupting American 
society. By the same token, the 
funds and organization behind 
the encampments and anti-Israel 
disinformation on social media, 
come from Russia and Iran. 
Samidoun, a Canadian not-for-
profit organization leading many 
demonstrations, is said to be a 
front for the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine, a terrorist 
group. Samidoun has actively 
praised the Hamas terrorist at-
tacks on Oct. 7, 2023.

So, none of this should be tak-
en lightly. That said, free speech 
is not always benign. In 1977, in 
the predominantly Jewish town 
of Skokie, Ill., the American Civil 
Liberties Union supported the 

right of Nazis to parade. It caused 
enormous angst, but was within 
the bounds of the American First 
Amendment.

In Canada, our Constitution 
sets out guarantees for rights 
subject to “reasonable limits 
prescribed by law…in a free and 
democratic society.” So, we up-
hold the rights of even those we 
consider despicable, with limita-
tions. And while it concerns me 
that antisemitic harangues could 
spark violence, at this juncture, 
both public and protesters are 
acting peacefully.

Last week, Quebec Premier 
François Legault called for the 
police to step in at McGill. Con-
versely, Quebec judge Chantal 
Masse rejected an injunction 
by two McGill students who felt 
“threatened” by the protesters. 
She wrote “freedom of expression 
and to gather peacefully would 
be affected significantly” if the 
injunction were granted.

If there is violence or clear 
hate speech on university cam-
puses, the authorities would be 
justified in stepping in. And like 
Gandhi, King, and Alinsky, these 
protesters should accept the con-
sequences of their actions. For the 
time being, calmer heads should 
prevail. 

Andrew Caddell is retired from 
Global Affairs Canada, where he 
was a senior policy adviser. He 
previously worked as an adviser 
to Liberal governments. He is a 
town councillor in Kamouraska, 
Que. He can be reached at pip-
son52@hotmail.com.
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Poilievre’s clarion call 
to corporate Canada

The right to protest doesn’t 
come without consequences

While business 
has generally been 
complacent in 
political marketing, 
others have filled 
the void and taken 
greater control of the 
agenda.

In previous acts of 
civil disobedience, it 
was acknowledged 
breaking the law 
meant consequences, 
with going to jail held 
as a badge of honour 
for many.

Comment

Tim
Powers

Plain Speak

Andrew
Caddell
With All  
Due Respect

Conservative Leader Pierre Poilievre is delivering a valuable message to the 
Canadian business community: if you want to move the policy needle, get more 
into the public selling and politicking of key agenda items, writes Tim Powers. 
The Hill Times photograph by Andrew Meade



In Canada, a country celebrated for its fair and universal 
healthcare system, a significant disparity exists around 
the accessibility of medicines to treat mental illness. 
This inequity not only underscores a critical gap in our 
healthcare model but also highlights the urgent need 
for a tailored mental health approach to the review and 
reimbursement of medications for mental illnesses. It is 
imperative that Canadian policymakers prioritize the needs 
of individuals living with mental illness, a demographic 
historically marginalized and stigmatized who have not had 
the opportunities to advocate for themselves effectively.

One in five 
Canadians 
experience a 
mental illness 
each year.1 By 
the age of 40 
years, 50% of 
Canadians will 
have or have had 
a mental health   
concern.2 Despite 
the prevalence 
and the severe 
impact mental 
illness can have 
on individuals’ 
lives, access 
to necessary 
medications 
remains a 
substantial 
challenge for 

many. This obstacle is largely due to the variations in 
drug coverage across provincial health authorities and 
between those with and without private coverage, creating 
a patchwork of access that leaves many Canadians without 
the essential treatments they need. The inconsistency in 
drug access exacerbates the challenges faced by those 
living with mental illness, contributing to prolonged 
suffering and, in many cases, preventing recovery. 

“As a co-author of Canadian treatment guidelines for 
mood and anxiety disorders and a consultant specializing 
in the treatment of patients who have not responded 
to prior treatments, I’m deeply troubled by Canada’s 
inadequate, inequitable access to medications for 
mental illness,” says Dr. Pierre Blier, MD, PhD; Professor, 
Department of Psychiatry and Cellular/Molecular 
Medicines, University of Ottawa. “In a country that prides 
itself on its public healthcare, it is unacceptable that access 
to vital medications for mental illnesses is deficient and 
remains inconsistent.”

In 2023, Mood Disorders 
Society of Canada (MDSC) 
examined Canada’s public 
reimbursement review 
process for psychiatric 
medications approved by 
Health Canada between 
2012 and 2022. The resulting 
report “System Broken: 
How Public Drug Coverage 
is Failing Canadians with 
Mental Illness” (www.
accesstomedication.mdsc.ca) 
revealed substantial delays, 
a significantly higher rate 
of negative reimbursement 
recommendations for 
medications for mental 
illness compared to 
medications for other non-
oncology medical disorders, 
and an inequality of publicly 
funded medications across 
Canada’s most populated 
provinces. 

“When mental illness 
strikes, all Canadians deserve 
to have swift and equal 
access to the medications 
they may need to recover 
their wellness,” says Ken 
Porter, National Sustainability 
Director, MDSC. “We need to work with our government 
decision makers, health ministers, and all stakeholders 
to reduce the long administrative delays and other 
roadblocks to medication access for people living with all 
types of mental illnesses today.” MDSC hosted a roundtable, 
Pathways to Equity, on May 7, 2024 to collaboratively 
look at solutions with a cross-section of health system 
stakeholders including people with lived/living experience, 
caregivers, patient organizations, government, HTA bodies, 

academics, policy experts, industry, and psychiatrists.
“For those that need them, medications to treat mental 

illness are imperative,” says Dr. Pierre Blier. “They enable 
Canadians living with mental illnesses to lead productive, 
fulfilling lives. Importantly, access to newer medications 
provides critical benefits, such as enhanced effectiveness, 

improved tolerability, easier 
administration, and/or less 
side effects.”

Mental illness has long 
been stigmatized, and 
those suffering from it 
have been relegated to 
the shadows of healthcare 
policy discussions. When 
the needs of people living 
with mental illness are 
overlooked or minimized, 
it perpetuates a cycle of 
suffering as well as economic 
loss. Untreated mental 
illnesses lead to increased 
societal and healthcare 
costs, including workplace 
losses due to absenteeism, 
presenteeism, short and 
long-term disability, as well 
as decreased productivity. In 
fact, mental illnesses are the 
leading cause of workplace 
disability – and the fastest 
growing claim type.3 Coupled 
with these costs is the 
significant toll mental illness 
levies on the individual 
and their caregivers, family, 

friends, and co-workers. 
It is time to change the paradigm by acknowledging 

mental health as integral to every single Canadian’s overall 
health, which will also help to reduce hospitalizations, 
emergency room visits, and the need for more intensive, 
costly interventions down the line. It is time to rewrite 
the narrative, affirming mental illness’ rightful place in the 
forefront of healthcare, fostering resilience, and building a 
brighter, more inclusive tomorrow.

A CALL TO CANADIAN POLICYMAKERS:  
ENSURE EQUITABLE PUBLIC ACCESS FOR 
MEDICATIONS FOR MENTAL ILLNESSES

Pathways to Equity: Two 
key actions to improve 
outcomes for Canadians 
living with mental illness:
• Creation of a reimbursement    
 Mental Health Committee with  
 representation of clinical   
 psychiatrists and the patient  
 community.
• Invest in a holistic approach  
 to mental health that includes  
 counseling, therapy, and   
 support services to ensure that  
 medication is part of a broader,  
 more effective treatment plan.

Report highlights:
More than 50% negative: more than half 
of the reimbursement recommendations for new 
medications for mental illness made by Canada’s 
assessment bodies were negative (Quebec via 
INESSS: 62%, Rest of Canada via CDA: 54%*). This 
compared to only 17% negative recommendations 
for new medications for other non-oncology 
disorders during the same 10-year period in 
Canada (via CDA - NOTE: data not available for 
INESSS/Quebec).
Time delays: average time from Health Canada 
approval to public reimbursement was 949 days or 
just over 2.5 years. 
Provincial disparity: the vast majority of 
new medications assessed for this report are not 
equitably accessible through public drug plans 
across the country (British Columbia: 54% of 
medications not publicly reimbursed, Alberta: 
54%, Ontario: 46%, Quebec: 62%), or are not 
accessible at all.

·

·

Mood Disorders Society of Canada is committed to ensuring that the viewpoints of People with Lived/Living 
Experience and caregivers, patient advocacy groups, physicians, government, esteemed academics and policy 
experts, and industry representatives are all represented in decisions. By bringing together a broad spectrum 
of perspectives, we seek to develop solutions-based recommendations that align with government priorities and 
address the identified access challenges effectively. www.mdsc.ca

 1https://www.cihi.ca/en/taking-the-pulse-a-snapshot-of-canadian-health-care-2023/canadians-short-on-access-to-care-for
2 https://mentalhealthcommission.ca/what-we-do/anti-stigma/#:~:text=1%20in%205%20people%20experience,disease%20or%20type%202%20diabetes.
3 https://www.sunlife.ca/workplace/en/group-benefits/workplace-health-resources/health-insights/bright-paper-reports/changing-times/#:~:text=Mental%20
disorders%20are%20the%20leading,Sun%20Life%20block%20of%20business.
*“System Broken: How Public Drug Coverage is Failing Canadians with Mental Illness” report: MDSC engaged EVERSANA to prepare the analysis, which includes only original brand-
name medications approved by Health Canada that underwent an initial or subsequent Health Technology Assessment between 2012 and 2022 in Canada by the CDA (Canadian Drug 
Agency, formerly the Canadian Agency for Drugs and Technologies in Health (CADTH)) and/or Institut national d’excellence en santé et en services sociaux (INESSS). The analysis 
evaluated reimbursement status and timelines for patient access to medications for mental illness that met the above parameters in four Canadian jurisdictions: British Columbia, 
Alberta, Ontario, and Quebec, as these four provinces account for more than 85 percent of the country’s population. To access the full report, please visit accesstomedication.mdsc.ca.

·

Dr. Pierre Blier, MD, PhD; Professor,
Department of Psychiatry and Cellular/Molecular Medicines,
University of Ottawa



Editorial

Re: “Campus crackdowns earning a 
failing grade,” (The Hill Times, May 1, 

p. 10).
Thanks to Erica Ifill for pointing out 

the bravery of students on campuses 
across Canada and the United States who 
are protesting the terrible killing of inno-
cents that is happening in Gaza right now. 

Last week, I joined the student en-
campment at the University of British 
Columbia’s main Vancouver campus. Also 
present were students from Simon Fraser 
University. As an older graduate of both 
these universities, I felt morally obligat-
ed to show solidarity with my younger 
student compatriots. I was impressed by 
the peaceful and well-organized nature 
of the camp, and the entirely reasonable 
demands for university divestment from 
and an academic boycott of Israel. I will 

go back to the encampment at UBC soon 
to deliver groceries and other support.

I want to make it clear that I am not 
anti-Jewish. I am not anti-Muslim. I 
condemn the Hamas attack on Israel on 
Oct. 7, 2023. However, we cannot allow 
this genocide of thousands of Indigenous 
Palestinians to continue. The horror of so 
many children and adults being killed, 
maimed, psychologically wounded, or 
trapped in the rubble for days is intoler-
able. Not to mention the growing famine 
ravaging Gaza. 

Thanks to youth for speaking out 
against this genocide and moral atrocity. 
As Ifill notes, they carry on a tradition 
from their university forebears who took 
a valiant stand during the Vietnam War.

Paul Houle 
Vancouver, B.C.

In the face of Canada’s housing crisis, 
farmers are feeling the squeeze due to 

unrealistic government policies. Several 
initiatives underway not only miss the 
mark in addressing the housing crunch, 
but also unfairly target the agricultural 
sector.

The urgent need for labour in agricul-
ture cannot be overstated. The Canadian 
Agricultural Human Resource Council’s 
recent report underscores a 3.7 per cent 
decline in sales due to more than 28,000 
unfilled jobs in 2022 alone. With an antici-
pated 15 per cent increase in the domestic 
labour gap by 2030, the need for solutions 
is imperative, and foreign labour is one 
solution.

When farms apply for foreign labour, 
employers must show they have govern-
ment-inspected housing available. While 
the processing time to bring in labourers 
regularly takes months, these houses 
must stay vacant.

The government’s underused-housing 
tax presents a double-edged sword. The 
need to maintain housing for foreign work-
ers clashes with the government’s policies 
to tax Canadians for vacant housing.

The National Cattle Feeders’ Associa-
tion has advocated for an exemption for 
agricultural housing for farm workers, 
and budget legislation just tabled should 
release farmers from reporting.

No sooner was this addressed then 
the government issued a halt in accepting 

housing waivers if workers choose to live 
outside of the accommodations provided. 
While employers are required to provide 
payment to assist with outside rent, they 
now also need to keep the original hous-
ing vacant in case the worker decides 
they want to move back.

The demand to maintain empty 
housing units for the Temporary Foreign 
Worker Program is not only economically 
burdensome, but also devoid of practi-
cality, further exacerbating the housing 
crisis.

These policies epitomize a short-
sighted approach that fails to grasp the 
interconnectedness of Canada’s housing 
woes and agricultural labour needs. By 
targeting agriculture with increased taxa-
tion, regulatory burdens, and impractical 
housing requirements, the government 
not only undermines the vitality of the 
farming industry, but also perpetuates the 
housing crisis.

As we navigate these turbulent times, 
it’s imperative for policymakers to adopt 
a more holistic approach recognizing 
the indispensable role of agriculture. It’s 
time for a policy overhaul that prioritizes 
collaboration, innovation, and empathy in 
tackling one of the nation’s most pressing 
challenges.

Janice Tranberg 
President and CEO, Alberta Cattle 

Feeders’ Association 
Calgary, Alta.

Thanks to our courageous 
students, says Vancouver reader

Government policies are hurting farmers, 
hampering solutions to Canada’s housing 

crisis: Alberta Cattle Feeders’ rep

Letters to the Editor

On May 1, ground was broken on 
Thunderhead, Canada’s national 

2SLGBTQI+ monument.
Tucked behind the Supreme Court 

of Canada, the new monument is a 
product of the LGBT Purge Fund, which 
was established with the proceeds of a 
2018 class action settlement from the 
federal government following a lawsuit 
launched by survivors of a government 
campaign that “systematically hunted, 
harassed and fired 2SLGBTQI+ mem-
bers of the Canadian Armed Forces, the 
RCMP and the federal public service 
between the 1950s and mid-1990s.”

Slated to open in the summer of 2025, 
Thunderhead “is a monument of resilience, 
determination, and hope. It is not only 
a monument for LGBT Purge survivors, 
but for every 2SLGBTQI+ person in Can-
ada who has experienced discrimination 
and exclusion because of who they are, 
who they love and how they express them-
selves,” fund executive director Michelle 
Douglas said in a May 1 press release.

“While on one hand, it is a site of 
celebration of the progress made, we see 
the work must continue toward a safe, 
equal world where everyone can be who 
they are and love who they love. This 
monument brings us one step closer to 
a Canada where diversity and equality 
will brighten our future and triumph 
over hate,” Heritage Minister Pascale  
St- Onge said in the same press release.

That work towards a “safe, equal 
world” will come into focus this week 

as 150 activists gather in Ottawa for a 
three-day conference on “Canada’s Role 
In The World Advancing SOGIESC Hu-
man Rights,” keying in on issues regard-
ing sexual orientation, gender identity 
and expression, and sex characteristics.

Among the countries represented at 
the May 7-9 event are Ghana, Uganda, 
Lebanon, Tunisia, Thailand, Cameroon, 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Ja-
maica, Singapore, and Colombia—many 
of which have had regressive laws and 
policies enacted that endanger the safety 
and security of their 2SLGBTQI+ citizens. 

In the past, activists have looked to Can-
ada to contribute to the pressure others are 
applying in the name of human rights.

For example, last year, Uganda 
passed a law that calls for the death 
penalty to be imposed for some cases of 
“aggravated homosexuality,” as well as 
a 20-year sentence for those “promoting” 
LGBTQ issues, and a 10-year sentence 
for same-sex relations.

Canada expressed its “deep concern” 
and called for the law to be repealed, but 
observers said Canada needs to develop 
a “clearer foreign policy” on defending 
LGBTQ+ rights globally.

In the year that has passed, as domes-
tic political rhetoric continues to fan the 
rabid flames of gender identity discrimi-
nation, it’s more important than ever that 
Canada make a stand and protect the 
vulnerable who’ve routinely been failed 
simply for being who they are.

The Hill Times

Canada must commit to 
more than a monument
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OTTAWA—Is Pierre Poilievre 
the Drake of Canadian 

politics?
It’s 2024 and we are being 

treated to what will go down in 
history for being one of the great-
est rap beefs of all time. Rappers 
Drake and Kendrick Lamar are 
trading barbs, verses, auditory 
punches, and just pure shade 
and lyrical demolition. This beef 
has crowned Lamar as adding 
scholarship to the game through 
his use of literary devices such 
as euphemisms, double entendre, 
metaphors and similes, allitera-
tion, and just plain insults layered 
one on top of the another. It’s 
been a treat, much like the one 
that preceded it between Megan 
Thee Stallion and Nicki Minaj.

Unfortunately, that was not the 
case on April 30 in the House of 
Commons. There was no lyrical 
flow, no beat, just insults.

Last week, the prime minister 
and the leader of the opposition 
got into a verbal sparring match 
over British Columbia’s govern-
ment asking Health Canada to 
backtrack on its pilot program to 
decriminalize hard drugs in pub-
lic spaces in an effort to counter 
the opioid crisis. Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau defended the pro-
gram, but Poilievre advocated for 
abstinence and criminalization 
of users, as though the war on 
drugs never happened. Talk about 
having no new ideas. Instead, 
the Conservatives just recycle 
policies that have proved to be 
harmful to constituencies that 
don’t necessarily vote for them. 
It’s the “me, myself, and I” brand 
of politics.

A reminder that these are 
the same people who demand 
decorum from others—notably 
racialized people—that they can’t 
show to each other.

The prime minister’s response 
to the leader of the opposition 
was to accuse him of linking up 
with—and failing to denounce—
white nationalists. I mean … 
he’s not wrong. The ties between 
Diagolon—the far-right, Ca-
nadian-born and -raised white 
nationalists—and the “anti-car-
bon tax convoy” stationed on the 

border between New Brunswick 
and Nova Scotia are tighter than 
at first glance. For example, as 
reported by CBC, “Poilievre … is 
seen leaving a RV with a drawing 
of the black-and-white Diagolon 
flag on the door.”

And this is not his first of-
fence. Poilievre has been court-
ing People’s Party of Canada 
voters, which requires him to 
take certain stances, such as his 
transphobia—radical gender ide-
ology, as he calls it. Then there’s 
his use of the thin blue line sym-
bol that’s increasingly co-opted 
by and associated with the far 
right; his use of the n-word in 
the House; and members of his 
caucus meeting with Christine 
Anderson, who is a member of 
a German nationalist party. Al-
though he condemned the Ander-
son meeting, as I wrote last year, 
“Poilievre has substantiated the 
claim that he can be sympathetic 
to bigots.”

Poilievre may be cosplaying 
extremism like Drake cosplays 
blackness, but the results will be 
catastrophic for marginalized 
communities. However, let’s con-
tinue with our story.

House Speaker Greg Fergus 
had the unfortunate position 
of herding dingoes. Not to be 
outdone by her leader’s idiocy, 
MP Rachael Thomas heckled the 
Speaker by telling him he acted 
in a disgraceful manner. She was 

thrown out of the Chamber. She 
sounded as uncouth and pubes-
cent as Marjorie Taylor Greene 
when MTG heckled United States 
President Joe Biden at his State 
of the Union address two years in 
a row.

At this point, Poilievre was 
vexed and lashed out at the prime 
minister like an emotionally im-
mature 16-year-old boy by calling 
him and his policy “wacko.” No 
Pierre, the policy is not wacko, 
you’re just wack. Much like 
Drake.

Fergus ejected the opposition 
leader for not rescinding his 
adolescent outburst. And like a 
whiny Drake, he took to social 
media to claim persecution. A 
white man in a position of power 
claiming persecution is not only 
wack, but also unserious. As I 
wrote previously in this paper: 
“Unfortunately, in these seri-
ous times we are besieged by 
unserious people who have been 
instrumental in the memeifi-
cation of politics and political 
discourse.”

The Conservatives’ response 
to Poilievre getting kicked out 
of the Chamber? They followed 
Regina George’s lead like tin 
soldiers. Another wack move for 
The Plastics.

Erica Ifill is a co-host of the 
Bad+Bitchy podcast.
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OTTAWA—No one can argue 
that Bank of Canada Gov-

ernor Tiff Macklem’s effort to 
drive up borrowing costs to cool 
inflation hasn’t generally had the 
desired impact.

The higher interest rates set 
in motion by the central bank 
in the face of 40-year-high price 
increases have forced consum-
ers and businesses to curtail the 
buying spree that emerged when 
several years of pent-up demand 
burst upon us at the end of the 
pandemic.

Overall, monetary policy has 
been proven to work. To wit, the 
life signs of Canada’s economy 
continue to be elusive. Econom-
ic expansion slowed markedly 
last year, and may be headed for 
another weak stretch in 2024 with 
growth of only 0.2 per cent in 
February, according to Statistics 
Canada.

Slower growth is, of course, 
what the BoC is looking for as it 
tries to wring inflation out of the 
system without driving the country 
into a recession—the so-called 
soft landing for an overheated 
economy.

No bars, just bad vibes The ‘soft 
landing’ 
for the 
economy 
may have 
to be a lot 
harder 
than 
usual
The economy may 
have to be guided 
toward near-
recessionary levels 
to compensate for 
the housing bubble’s 
outsized impact on 
Canadians’ cost of 
living.

Comment

Les
Whittington

Need to Know

Continued on page 10

The April 30 circus 
in the House of 
Commons featured 
no lyrical flow, no 
beat, just insults.

Erica
Ifill

Bad+Bitchy

A note to 
Conservative Leader 
Pierre Poilievre: 
B.C.’s drug 
decriminalization 
policy is not wacko, 
you’re just wack. 
Much like Drake, 
writes Erica Ifill. The 
Hill Times 
photograph by 
Andrew Meade
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OTTAWA—It would seem that 
the senior leadership of the 

Canadian Armed Forces contin-
ues to whistle past the graveyard 
as it becomes clearly evident that 
the personnel shortfall has begun 
crippling Canada’s military oper-
ational readiness. 

A recent CBC headline not-
ed “Changes to training forced by 
budget cuts could leave military 
less ready for a fight, experts 
warn.” The CBC story noted that 
drastic internal Department of 
National Defence budget cuts have 
led to the cancellation of a quali-
fying exercise for combat troops 
headed to Canada’s forward de-
ployed battle group in Latvia. 

The “expert” sounding the 
alarm bell on this development is 
none other than retired Lt.-Gen. 
Andrew Leslie, a former Army 
commander and Liberal MP. 

Since Canadian battle groups 
began deploying to Latvia in 
2017 as part of NATO’s Operation 
Reassurance, the final phase of 
their training has been conducted 
at CFB Wainwright in Alberta. 
These qualifying exercises were 
combined-arms training wherein 
soldiers would co-ordinate infan-
try, tanks, artillery, and aircraft. 

Leslie said without that level of 
training, he fears that Canadian 
soldiers are now “going to have to 
learn on the job, using other peo-
ple’s equipment and expertise.”

The explanation given to the 
CBC by Chief of the Defence Staff 
General Wayne Eyre was that 
these qualifying exercises were 
cut to allow the soldiers deploy-

ing to spend more time with their 
families. “What we’re finding was 
the battle groups, the various 
units that we’re deploying, were 
spending a lot of time on exercise 
here at home to get to a very high 
level, and then going to Latvia 
and doing much of the same 
work.” So in other words: “not to 
worry folks, no need to study for 
the exam, we’ll pick it up during 
the test itself.”

The problem with Eyre’s com-
ments is that he knows his former 
Army commander is correct. 

The cracks in the CAF’s oper-
ational readiness are not limit-
ed to just the Army. The Royal 
Canadian Air Force has recently 
announced that it is grounding its 
aging fleet of jet trainers—which 
are actually newer than Canada’s 
CF-18 frontline fighters—and 
farming out pilot training to allied 
nations. 

The current shortfall of trained 
pilots has resulted in the cancella-
tion of international deployments 
in support of NATO objectives. 

The commander of the Royal 
Canadian Navy, Vice-Admiral 
Angus Topshee, issued an unprec-
edented video message last year 
wherein he admitted that due to 
personnel shortcomings, the Navy 
will not be able to fulfill its op-
erational objectives through the 
foreseeable future. It was a brave 
admission, but definitely one 
which resonated with Topshee’s 
sailors. 

As an Ottawa resident, I must 
admit that I was surprised to 
learn that the Ceremonial Guard 
will not be performing the Chang-
ing of the Guard ceremony on the 
lawn in front of Parliament Hill 
again this summer. The band will 
still make a daily appearance, 
and there is a much reduced 

guard-changing ceremony per-
formed at Rideau Hall. 

However, that long-stand-
ing martial spectacle has been 
suspended. It was first halted in 
2020 due to COVID-19, but now 
it is due to a shortage of person-
nel in the two reserve regiments 
that constitute the Ceremonial 
Guard: the Governor General’s 
Foot Guards, and the Canadian 
Grenadier Guards. 

Not everyone realizes that the 
scarlet-coated guardsmen with 
their towering bearskin hats 
were actually serving members 
of Canada’s militia. They are 
combat-capable soldiers who 
have often deployed abroad 
alongside our regular forces. In 
order to keep the tourist-friendly 
event a fixture in Ottawa, the 
Changing of the Guard ceremony 
may need to become a privately 
owned re-enactor enterprise in 
the future. 

Now, before the Colonel 
Blimps begin heartily thump-
ing on their tubs at the loss 
of another tradition, there are 
many examples where this is 
indeed the case. At the Citadel 
in Halifax, the 78th Highlanders 
perform drill and musket demon-
strations, and a foundation funds 
the re-enactors each summer 
at Fort Henry in Kingston, Ont. 
They have no formal connection 
to the CAF. 

Perhaps it is also time to 
do something similar with the 
RCAF’s demonstration squad-
ron known as the Snowbirds. The 
aged-out Tutor planes the Snow-
birds use are overdue for retire-
ment, and it seems unlikely that 
any government of the day will 
spend the billions of dollars nec-
essary to buy a new fleet of show 
planes. Particularly when skilled 
pilots are in such scarce supply.

Scott Taylor is the editor and 
publisher of Esprit de Corps 
magazine.
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But, after a year of central 
bank-induced high borrowing 
costs and endless guesswork 
by analysts, the question still 
remains: how weak do economic 
conditions have to be to bring 
inflation down to the BoC’s two-
per-cent inflation target, which 
in turn would cause Macklem 
to start significantly reducing 
the bank’s influential overnight 
interest rate?

Many economists have been 
thinking for a long time that this 
would happen this summer. But, 
although Macklem hasn’t ruled 
it out—and would obviously like 
to ease the pain of higher interest 
rates as soon as he can—it’s 
entirely possible that it won’t 
happen in June or July. And that’s 
for a very simple reason: the 
entire basis of monetary policy as 

practiced in this country has been 
upended.

Like many other aspects of 
life in Canada, the BoC’s ap-
proach to steering the economy 
has been thrown into doubt by 
the housing bubble that has been 
building for two decades, and 
greatly accelerated during the 
COVID years. Largely an offshoot 
of an economy so weak that the 
central bank had to keep interest 
rates at rock-bottom levels to 
stimulate growth ever since the 
2008 financial collapse, runaway 
housing prices have fed into an 
affordability crunch so severe it 
is in the process of demolishing 
many of Canada’s usual political 
and socio-economic guideposts.

For his part, Macklem is unfor-
tunately caught in a vicious circle. 
Shelter costs make up a large 
portion of the inflation measure 
used by the central bank. So the 

more the bank drives up interest 
rates to slow economic activity 
and curb consumer price increas-
es, the more Canadians end up 
paying for mortgages and rent, 
which keeps the economy’s infla-
tion number higher.

Leaving aside increases in 
shelter costs, inflation has been 
running at about 1.3 per cent, 
well below the threshold where 
Macklem would normally use 
the central bank’s influence over 
commercial interest rates to begin 
bringing down borrowing costs 
for consumers and businesses.

“High shelter inflation is the 
single biggest factor preventing 
the Bank of Canada from achiev-
ing its two per cent inflation 
target,” TD Bank economist James 
Orlando noted in a recent report. 
“Mortgage interest costs are 
rising at the fastest pace ever, 
while rents have soared alongside 

low vacancies. This has shelter 
inflation running at 6.2 per cent 
year-on-year. Given its huge 
30-per cent weighting within 
the CPI [Consumer Price Index] 
basket, this component alone has 
accounted for more than half of 
overall Canadian inflation.”

Orlando and others have 
argued that the BoC—for the sake 
of its ability to accurately respond 
to the economy as a whole—
should change its inflation mea-
sure to give less importance to 
housing price increases.

But the central bank’s govern-
ing council agreed recently that 
the BoC’s current CPI measures 
are providing the insight deci-
sion-makers need. However, in its 
deliberations in advance of the 
Bank’s April 10 rate-setting deci-
sion, the council acknowledged 
that easing monetary policy could 
increase the likelihood of boost-

ing housing market activity and 
driving up shelter inflation re-
gardless of when the BoC begins 
to start reducing interest rates.

With the timing of lower 
interest rates now dominating 
discussions about when potential 
home buyers should get off the 
couch, the bank’s concern about a 
further distortion of the economic 
picture as a result of a renewed 
frenzy in house-buying seems 
well justified.

“Will the story be high interest 
rates keeping a lot of people on 
the sidelines this year, or the 
much expected and anticipated 
first rate cuts enticing a lot of 
people back into the market?” 
Shaun Cathcart, senior econo-
mist at the Canadian Real Estate 
Association, asked in a recent 
commentary.

Given that there are no quick 
fixes for housing supply, all indi-
cations are that the economy will 
have to be guided toward near-re-
cessionary levels to compensate 
for the housing bubble’s outsized 
impact on Canadians’ cost of living.

Les Whittington is a regular 
columnist for The Hill Times.
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The Canadian Armed 
Forces’ disappearing act

The ‘soft landing’ for the economy 
may have to be a lot harder than usual

Ongoing operational 
readiness issues 
are keeping 
Canada’s soldiers 
from participating 
in key training 
and promotional 
activities.

Comment

Scott
Taylor

Inside Defence

Although the 
band will play on, 
the Ceremonial 
Guard’s 
participation in 
the summer 
Changing of the 
Guard ceremony 
is just the latest 
casualty of the 
Armed Forces’ 
personnel 
problems. The Hill 
Times photograph 
by Andrew Meade

Continued from page 9
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BY IREM KOCA

Public Services and Procure-
ment Canada’s second in 

command says she “does not 
accept” the procurement ombud’s 
perception of “favouritism” to-
wards McKinsey and Company in 
the awarding of federal contracts, 
while the ombud “stands behind” 
his findings.

Procurement Ombud Alexan-
der Jeglic’s April 15 report con-
cluded that federal departments 
changed procurement strategies 
so that McKinsey and Compa-
ny—a multinational manage-
ment consulting firm— would be 
eligible to win millions of dollars 
worth of contracts, which the 
report said created a “strong per-
ception of favouritism” towards 
the firm. 

Arianne Reza, deputy minister 
at Public Services and Procure-
ment Canada (PSPC), appeared at 
the House Government Opera-
tions and Estimates Committee 
on May 1 to discuss the procure-
ment watchdog’s findings. Reza 
was joined by Mollie Royds, 
associate assistant deputy minis-
ter, procurement branch; Dominic 
Laporte, assistant deputy minister 
of the procurement branch; and 
Catherine Poulin, assistant dep-
uty minister of the departmental 
oversight branch.

Since January 2023, the 
committee has been looking into 
the federal contracts awarded to 
McKinsey and Company. Over 
the course of more than a dozen 
meetings, the committee has 
heard from 55 witnesses.

Reza, who has been deputy 
minister at PSPC since November 
2023, previously served as the 
department’s associate deputy 

minister from August 2021. Reza 
was the senior official responsible 
for the procurements of billions 
of dollars worth of goods and ser-
vices during the pandemic, such 
as vaccines, according to PSPC.

The deputy minister told MPs 
that PSPC generally agrees with 
the ombud’s findings and recom-
mendations regarding McKinsey, 
but added that the department 
did not find any examples of 
“favouritism” in the contracts on 
which PSPC signed off. Accord-
ing to the ombud’s review, PSPC 
used its contracting authority to 
approve 23 contracts out of 32 
assessed, and one national master 
standing offer (NMSO) awarded 
to the firm. The ombud’s report 
also highlighted the NMSO for 
McKinsey Benchmarking Ser-
vices “may have been improperly 
established.”

PSPC also agreed with most 
of the ombud’s findings in its 
official response to the report, 
but “took issue with observations 
that are made based on assump-
tions and interpretations” that 
differ from the department’s own 
conclusions.

“PSPC agrees that files should 
include documentation that 
outline decisions, however, the 
rationale for making the deci-
sion cannot be assumed in the 
report without evidence,” read the 
response.

The department also defended 
its decisions, saying there were 
“legitimate reasons” for awarding 
the non-competitive NMSO, and 
using that fact as the impetus for 
all subsequent call-ups.

During her testimony, Reza 
noted that Jeglic had previously 
come before the committee “and 

spoken about the fact that he 
is making negative inferences. 
PSPC is a little bit more nuanced. 
We have found no examples of 
favouritism.”

Jeglic’s report said that 
“PSPC is unable to demon-
strate that the tenets of fairness, 
openness and transparency were 
considered and respected in the 
procurement process.”

“At what point do we make 
negative inferences associated 
with the lack of documenta-
tion? And this report starts that 
trend of negative inferences, 
where we alleged the fact, but 
ultimately came to a conclusion 
that in some there was favou-
ritism towards [McKinsey],” 
Jeglic told MPs during his own 
April 29 appearance before the 
committee.

Conservative MP Garnett 
Genuis (Sherwood Park–Fort 
Saskatchewan, Alta.), who char-
acterized the deputy minister’s 
responses as “ambiguous,” pressed 
for a clearer answer.

“Do you accept the conclusion 
that favouritism was shown from 
McKinsey or do you not?” Genuis 
asked Reza.

“I do not accept the findings … 
I do not accept that there is favou-
ritism for McKinsey in the current 
system, based on our assessment 
as a common service provider,” 
she responded.

The Hill Times asked for 
additional comments from Reza, 
but PSPC did not respond by the 
deadline.

“The Office of the Procure-
ment Ombud stands behind the 
findings, and the information 
presented to the committee,” the 

office said in a May 2 response to 
The Hill Times’ questions regard-
ing Reza’s remarks. 

In his April 29 testimony, 
Jeglic said his review did not 
find any evidence of political 
interference in the McKinsey 
contracts, but defended his 
observations of favouritism 
towards the firm.

Jeglic told The Hill Times in an 
April 29 interview that he is “very 
comfortable with the findings,” 
and defined the instances in McK-
insey contracts as “under-the-sur-
face favouritism.”

“There was a consultation—
either between the contracting 
authority in the project authority 
where it became known that 
McKinsey was not eligible, or 
even in communications directly 
with McKinsey, identifying that 
they are not eligible to partici-
pate—and then the change being 
made,” he said. 

Where was the 
‘favouritism’ observed?

While the ombud’s report 
emphasized that there can be 
legitimate reasons for changing 
a procurement strategy, it also 
highlighted that in specific pro-
curements approved by Canada 
Border Services Agency (CBSA) 
and Innovation, Science, and 
Economic Development Cana-
da (ISED), requirements were 
changed after the departments 
realized that McKinsey would not 
be eligible to participate in the 
process. 

“Given these circumstances 
combined with the absence of any 
documentation on file to support 
the legitimacy of this decision, 
the efforts on the part of CBSA 
and ISED to ensure McKinsey 
could participate create a strong 
perception of favouritism,” reads 
the report.

The federal government 
coughed up a total of $117-million 
to the firm between 2011 and 2023 
through contracts awarded by 
several departments, according to 
Jeglic. The value of the contracts 
was relatively low until 2017, but 
started to increase in 2018, and 
saw a significant boost between 
2019 and 2022. 

While government contract-
ing is overseen by public ser-
vants, the Liberal government’s 
relationship with McKinsey has 
been scrutinized over the past 
few years, particularly due to 
revelations of the company’s 
growing earnings to the tune of 
millions of dollars from feder-
al contracts since the Liberals 
came to power in 2015. Another 
factor fuelling the controversy is 
Dominic Barton’s previous role 
as McKinsey’s global managing 
director before he was appoint-
ed as Canada’s ambassador to 
China by Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau (Papineau, Que.) in 
2019.

Alley Adams, head of com-
munications for McKinsey and 
Company Canada, said the firm 
follows federal procurement laws, 
and that “any suggestion to the 
contrary is simply inaccurate,“ in 
a statement to The Hill Times.

ikoca@hilltimes.com
The Hill Times

PSPC deputy minister 
challenges the procurement 
watchdog’s ‘favouritism’ 
findings in McKinsey contracts
‘I do not accept the 
findings … I do not 
accept that there 
is favouritism for 
McKinsey in the 
current system, based 
on our assessment 
as a common service 
provider,’ Arianne 
Reza told the 
House Government 
Operations 
Committee on May 1.
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Conservative MP Garnett Genuis is a 
member of the House Government 
Operations and Estimates Committee. 
The Hill Times photograph by Andrew 
Meade

Procurement Ombud Alexander 
Jeglic’s report said ‘PSPC is unable to 
demonstrate that the tenets of 
fairness, openness, and transparency 
were considered and respected in the 
procurement process.’ The Hill Times 
photograph by Andrew Meade

PSPC deputy 
minister 
Arianne Reza 
testifies at the 
House 
Government 
Operations and 
Estimates 
Committee 
about contracts 
awarded to 
McKinsey and 
Company on 
May 1. 
Screenshot 
courtesy of 
ParlVu
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Governments worldwide are improving 
their digital services at breakneck 

speed. Meanwhile, Canada’s municipal, 
provincial, territorial, and federal govern-
ments added 202,000 public servants last 
year alone, and the number of federal 
employees per 1,000 Canadians is now at 
its highest level in 30 years. 

Thirty years ago, cameras were clum-
sy, expensive, and held only 36 photos. 
Today’s camera is a smartphone that takes, 
stores, and shares thousands of images 
effortlessly. Canadians have also changed 
a lot in 30 years. We spend more than six 
hours of our day online. Digital tools plan 
our routes, deliver our food, schedule our 
days, and connect us to everyone.

Digital is the default—in everything 
except the delivery of government services 
across Canada.

Digital systems cost less and do 
more. Citizens prefer them. While few-
er than 25 per cent of federal services 
were available online in 2021, 81 per cent 
chose the digital option when it was avail-
able. And if you’re worried about the digi-
tal divide, consider that with more people 
using a virtual option, public servants 
have more time to help those who don’t 
use online tools.

Canadians don’t know how bad they 
have it. Ukraine delivered a nationwide 
digital platform called Diia that’s so 
useful it’s now being licensed to other 
countries. It did this while fighting an 
existential war. Canada’s Budget 2024 an-
nounced a single sign-in for government 
services, and an additional $3-billion to 
“modernize” the Employment Insurance 
and Old Age Security systems, just as 
these systems themselves hit Canada’s 
retirement age. This will not reverse 
our slide in the United Nations’ digital 
government rankings—we’ve dropped 
from third to 32nd, not because we went 
backwards, but because the rest of the 
world is racing ahead.

Neglecting public sector IT is also 
a security risk. Digital adversaries sow 
disinformation to divide neighbours, hack 
outdated critical infrastructure, scam our 
most vulnerable, and erode confidence in 
our financial systems. Generative artificial 
intelligence only makes this worse.

Yes, it will take significant investment 
to catch up to other G20 nations. But hiring 
historically high numbers of public ser-

vants comes at a massive recurring cost. To 
change course, we must commit to:

• Make digital skills a requirement for 
advancement in government. How will we 
progress if our leaders lack the skills, expe-
rience, and confidence necessary to own 
successful service delivery?

• Deliver useful, simple wins quick-
ly. Large projects are far more likely to 
fail than small ones. Let’s prove we can 
deliver value fast to restore confidence. 
The rapid delivery of the Canada Emergen-
cy Response Benefit proved that we can 
achieve wins when we must. 

• Create a single government in-
terface. Design services around citi-
zen needs rather than around depart-
ment responsibilities. Thirty-one countries 
have figured this out.

• Change both citizen and gov-
ernment behavior.  All Canadians 
will have to relearn how they interact 
with their government using the new 
tools we build. The rewards will be sig-
nificant: In Estonia, one simple rule—the 
government may not ask for a piece of 
information twice—slashed bureaucracy 
throughout the public sector.

• Spending, schedules, and perfor-
mance must be transparent. We’re clearly 
spending too much on transformation, and 
not getting enough in return. Yet nobody 
has a good handle on costs. From now 
on, every initiative must start with a clear 
definition of success, and then make sim-
ple metrics public throughout the delivery 
process. 

• Let leaders do the hard work. There 
should be no responsibility without au-
thority. If we task someone with making 
hard—even unpopular, changes—we 
need to give them the power, resourc-
es, and flexibility necessary to deliver 
citizen-centric services. It’s the only way 
we’ll attract serious digital talent to pub-
lic service.

• Create and re-use standard mod-
ules. Create software “building blocks” that 
make building services faster, easier, and 
more secure—and then insist that every de-
partment uses them. Freeze the budgets of 
departments who refuse.

In his 1993 resignation address, the 
then-prime minister Brian Mulroney said, 
“whether one agrees with our solutions or 
not, none will accuse us of having chosen 
to evade our responsibilities by side-step-
ping the most controversial issues of our 
time.” 

We have been side-stepping the biggest 
shift in government of our lifetimes. Digital 
power will define the best countries of 
the coming century. If we want to remain 
among them, we must become a digi-
tal-first nation.

Let’s get started.
Colin Deacon is a Senator from Nova 

Scotia and member of the Canadian 
Senators Group. Previously a technology 
entrepreneur, Deacon is an advocate in 
Canada’s Upper Chamber for innovation 
and harnessing of the digital economy.
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While other 
countries add 
services, Canada 
adds public servants
Digital is the default—in 
everything except the 
delivery of government 
services across Canada.
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you couldn’t enjoy your morning coffee. 

Or read this newspaper, because it  
wouldn’t be able to publish. 

You couldn’t check last night’s scores 
because there wouldn’t be any games.

Or sports apps. Or phones.

You couldn’t turn on the TV to check 
the weather. 

Or get dressed, because your clothes 
couldn’t be made. Or shipped.

You couldn’t drive to work.

And if you tried transit, the bus would 
never arrive at your stop.

But it wouldn’t matter, because the 
economy would be at a standstill.

The world doesn’t work without insurance. 
Insurance works best with an insurance broker.
BrokerBenefit.ca
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CLIENT: IBAC TRIM: 5.125"w   X  13.285"h COLOURS: C M Y K

JOB #: 23_IB_1238_Ottawa_HillTimesNewspaperVERT_WAdvoDate_03 LIVE: PUBLICATION:

DESC.: Logo and Parliamentary Advocacy Day .... BLEED: N/A INSERTION DATE:

APPROVALS:
ACCOUNT DIRECTOR: CREATIVE DIRECTOR: WRITER STUDIO MANAGER:

Parliamentary 
Advocacy Day  
May 28, 2024

CSG Senator 
Colin Deacon 

Opinion



When the finance minister tabled her 
budget on April 16, Canadians were 

hoping for measures that would address 
our crisis in food insecurity. In 2023, 8.7 
million people—including more than 
one-in-four children—experienced food 
insecurity. These are the highest recorded 
rates since Canada began monitoring. The 
pattern of hunger also reflects Canada’s 

ongoing colonialism and structural racism, 
with astounding percentages of people liv-
ing with food insecurity among Black (40.4 
per cent), Indigenous (36.8 per cent) and 
Latin American (31.1 per cent) households. 

These figures do not include groups at 
high risk of food insecurity: people living 
on First Nation reserves, in some remote 
northern areas, or unhoused people. Cana-
da needs to do much better. 

Budget 2024 strengthens the social 
safety net in critical ways, including fund-
ing the important National School Food 
Program. Yet, it does not centre measures 
to ensure food affordability, a key aspect of 
food security. If this government is serious 
about food affordability, it needs to take 
a three-pronged approach. First, address 
poverty. The primary reason people do 
not have reliable access to sufficient, 
healthy, and culturally appropriate food 
is because they do not have the money. 
Going forward, budgets need to include 
robust, reliable income supports. There are 
concrete proposals on the table includ-
ing: implementing and adequately fund-
ing working-age supplements, disability 
and housing benefits, comprehensive EI 
reform, livable minimum wages, and basic 
income. 

Fundamentally, income supports need 
to be measured against Canada’s obliga-
tion to fulfill the right to food. And specific 
and clear targets are essential; the Canadi-
an Food Policy Advisory Council and food 
security organizations have called on the 
government to commit to reducing over-
all food insecurity by 50  per cent, and to 
entirely eliminate severe food insecurity by 
2030.

Second, the government needs to 
strengthen efforts to rein in unconscio-
nable corporate profiteering, with Budget 
2024 very light on new measures. Accord-
ing to the Competition Bureau of Canada, 
in 2022, Canada’s three largest grocers—
Loblaw, Sobeys, and Metro—collectively 
earned $3.6-billion in profits. And, since 
the pandemic, their profits have increased 
by 46 per cent. Shrinkflation—cutting 
quantities, but not price—and skimpfla-
tion—cutting quality of ingredients—are 
just some corporate tactics used to boost 
profits. Further scrutiny and legislation are 
needed. 

The Office of Consumer Affairs study 
that underlined the critical lack of compe-
tition in the grocery sector was a step in 
the right direction. But it was significantly 
hampered by an inability to force corpo-
rations to hand over details on pricing, 

and a lack of requirement for action on 
recommendations. Parliamentary hear-
ings on high food prices that compelled 
grocery store CEOs to testify were also 
useful contributions. These included 
much-memed testimony from Loblaw CEO 
(total compensation in 2022: $11.7-million) 
decrying “our profits don’t go to me”—but 
those hearings similarly lacked any teeth. 
The result? A “voluntary” code of conduct 
for grocery stores that not even all of them 
agreed to follow. 

Robust and bold action that releases 
Canadians from the stranglehold of the Big 
Food mega corporations is needed, includ-
ing enforceable grocery codes of conduct 
and anti-merger policies, favouring the 
flourishing of small, independent food 
retailers. Immediate “windfall” taxation 
should be used to fund a more fair, diverse 
retail and food provisioning landscape.

Third, government plans should include 
significant investment in (w)holistic ap-
proaches, encompassing justice, resilience, 
and ecological sustainability aspects, as 
well as economic. Not everyone gets their 
food from large corporations. Indigenous 
foodways—including hunting, fishing, 
and gathering—have been a foundation of 
food, culture, and community since time 
immemorial, yet are increasingly under 
pressure. Action is needed to fulfill treaty 
rights, and provide support and recognition 
for self-directed First Nations, Inuit, and 
Métis food sovereignty initiatives. Mean-
while, local and regional food marketing 
mechanisms like food co-ops, direct farm 
sales, community-supported agriculture 
and fisheries, farmers markets, and the 
provision of local food to local shops are 
offering consumers alternatives to large 
grocery stores, and building long-term 
resilience and sustainability. 

To ensure food affordability, investment 
is needed in all three areas: guaranteeing 
adequate incomes, reigning in and redirect-
ing corporate profits, and supporting (w)
holistic approaches to food provisioning. 
Though Budget 2024 was a missed oppor-
tunity, we are counting on the government 
to take bold and comprehensive steps 
going forward.

Marissa Alexander and Wade Thorhaug 
are co-executive directors of Food Secure 
Canada.
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Budget 2024 a missed opportunity 
to address food affordability
To ensure food affordability, 
investment is needed 
to guarantee adequate 
incomes, reign in corporate 
profits, and support  
(w)holistic approaches 
to food provisioning.
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did not 
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affordability, 
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and Wade 
Thorhaug. 
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BY JESSE CNOCKAERT

Reaching a global agreement 
by the end of this year to 

address a plastic-waste crisis will 
require the environment minister 
to do more to push back against 
the oil, gas, and chemical sectors, 
according to an NDP MP who 
successfully passed a motion in 
2018 to create a national strategy 
against plastic pollution.

“We need the minister to actu-
ally show courage and get some-
thing done,” said NDP MP Gord 
Johns (Courtenay–Alberni, B.C.). 
“We need some courage. Stand up 
to the petrochemical industry, the 
chemical industry, and the oil and 
gas industry and say, ‘No, we’re 
not going to provide resources 
to you … when we want to enact 
and implement policies to protect 
the health of Canadians.”

The fourth session of the 
Intergovernmental Negotiating 
Committee (INC-4) concluded in 
Ottawa on April 30. The confer-
ence gathered representatives 
from 175 United Nations-member 
countries to discuss the develop-
ment of a legally binding global 
agreement to end plastic pollution 
by 2040. During the event, dele-
gates worked on a revised draft, 
and discussed issues including 
greenhouse gas emissions, plastic 
production, and waste manage-
ment. The fifth and final round of 
negotiations is scheduled to take 

place in South Korea from Nov. 
25-Dec. 1.

Johns told The Hill Times he 
was disappointed in the INC-4 
discussions, adding that “we can’t 
be complacent” when it comes to 
plastic pollution, and “we need to 
attack the problem at its source.”

As an example of plastic 
producers receiving federal gov-
ernment support, Johns pointed 
to Dow Chemical Inc., which has 
plans to expand capacity and to 
decarbonize its petrochemical 
facility in Alberta. The federal 
government announced on Nov. 
29, 2023, its intention to con-
tribute up to $400-million to the 
project, which is expected to gen-
erate up to 500 permanent jobs, 
and up to 8,000 construction jobs 
at its peak. Dow Chemical stated 
the completed facility would 
create the world’s first net-zero 
emissions “ethylene cracker,” or a 
facility that converts fossil fuels 
into usable plastic products.

The project is expected to 
triple the facility’s capacity to 
produce polyethylene, which is 

commonly used for plastic bags 
and food containers.

Dow Chemical is also among 
the companies that jointly 
brought a court challenge against 
Ottawa’s ban on single-use 
plastics. In June 2022, the Liberal 
government announced a ban 
on single-use plastics, including 
cutlery and straws, as part of 
an effort to achieve zero plastic 
waste by 2030. A coalition of com-
panies in the petrochemical and 
plastics industry won a Federal 
Court ruling that overturned the 
ban on Nov. 16, 2023. The Liberal 
government is currently appeal-
ing the decision, although the 
single-use plastic ban remains in 
effect pending the outcome of the 
appeal.

Johns said that Canada needs 
to show leadership when it comes 
to addressing plastic pollution. 
He argued that countries such as 
Rwanda have implemented bans 
on single-use plastics, “but in Can-
ada, we can’t figure it out.”

“[Plastic] piles up in our 
environment [and] in our bod-
ies. Meanwhile, the government 
continues to subsidize plastic 
producers, supporting an industry 
that’s not only the source of the 
pollution, but also has a law-
suit that succeeded in stopping 
advancing regulation of plastics,” 
he said. “Canada says it wants an 
ambitious plastics treaty. Well, the 
best way to do that is to negotiate 
a sustainable level of production 
worldwide, and to do that here at 
home.”

Johns tabled a motion in No-
vember 2017 to eliminate marine 
plastic pollution, which was 
passed unanimously in the House 
in December 2018. He also intro-
duced a motion on April 16, 2024, 
intended to stop Canada from 
exporting plastic waste through 
the United States to developing 
countries.

To help address plastic pollu-
tion, Environment Minister Steven 
Guilbeault (Laurier–Sainte-Marie, 
Que.) announced the creation 
of a Federal Plastics Registry on 
April 23, the first day of INC-4. 
The registry will compel plastic 
producers, and other companies 
across the plastics value chain 
to help monitor and track plastic 
from the time it is produced up 
to its end of life. That same day, 
Guilbeault also announced more 
than $3.3-million in funding to 
support Canadian businesses and 
organizations that are developing 
“innovative and targeted solutions 

to advance Canada’s zero-plastic 
waste agenda.”

Guilbeault said that Canada 
is committed to reaching a final 
 negotiated agreement for the 
global plastic treaty by the end of 
2024 in an Environment Canada 
press release on April 30.

“We are no longer talking 
about ‘if’ we can get there, but 
‘how.’ It would mark one of the 
most significant environmental 
decisions since the Paris Agree-
ment and the Kunming-Montréal 
Global Biodiversity Framework,” 
said Guilbeault in the press 
release.

Canada is also a member of 
the High Ambition Coalition to 
End Plastic Pollution, a group of 
more than 60 countries represent-
ing every United Nations region 
with the goal to end plastic pollu-
tion by 2040.

Green Party Leader Elizabeth 
May (Saanich–Gulf Islands, B.C.) 
told The Hill Times that there’s a 
lot more work to be done when it 
comes to developing the interna-
tional plastics treaty.

“It’s not nothing that the 
Government of Canada provided 
the hosting of an important and 
critical negotiation towards a 
very important treaty to control 
plastics pollution. Guilbeault 
put Canada in the right group of 
countries negotiating as the High 
Ambition Group. That’s a good 
place for us to be, but we need 
to pick up our own record and 
improve it,” she said. “I think that 
the Government of Canada—not 
making it one person—should 
be doing a much better job in 
areas of federal jurisdiction of 
controlling substances that are 
inevitably going to become plastic 
pollution.”

May said she would like to see 
the federal government take more 
aggressive action to ban the use 
of polystyrene in products that 
are intended for use in the water, 
such as in flotation devices.

Environment minister Guilbeault 
must show ‘courage’ to finalize 
plastics treaty, says NDP MP Johns
The final round 
of negotiations to 
develop a global 
agreement to end 
plastic pollution by 
2040 is scheduled to 
take place in South 
Korea from Nov. 25-
Dec. 1.
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Environment 
Minister Steven 
Guilbeault 
addresses the 
plenary session at 
the fourth round 
of the United 
Nations 
Intergovernmental 
Negotiating 
Committee to 
develop an 
international 
legally binding 
agreement on 
plastic pollution in 
Ottawa on April 
23. The Hill Times 
photograph by 
Andrew Meade

NDP MP Gord Johns says, “[plastic] piles up in our environment [and] in our 
bodies. Meanwhile, the government continues to subsidize plastic producers.’ 
The Hill Times photograph by Andrew Meade

•   In 2019, there were 
nearly 6.2 million tonnes 
of plastic in products 
produced for Canadian 
consumption, and nearly 
2.3 million (36.9 per cent) 
of those tonnes were in 
packaging. This is the 
largest proportion among 
all product categories, 
representing more than 
half a million tonnes more 
than the combined total of 
plastic found in vehicles, 
electrical and electronic 
equipment, and textiles.

•   This proportion is down 
slightly from 2012, when 
packaging made up two-
fifths (40 per cent) of the 
nearly 5.2 million tonnes 
of plastic in products for 
Canadian consumption. 
However, the amount of 
plastic in packaging has 
risen in most years, with 
one yearly decline (2015 
to 2016).

•   The largest increase in 
produced plastic was for 
bottles, rising by nearly 
100,000 tonnes from 2012 
to 471,393 tonnes in 2019.

•   Of the more than 3.9 
million tonnes of disposed 
plastic waste and scrap 
in 2019, about half (49.4 

per cent or more than 
1.9 million tonnes) was in 
plastic packaging. Nearly 
70 per cent of the plastic 
in that packaging was in 
film (1.4 million tonnes), 
or about one-third (34.3 
per cent) of all disposed 
plastic waste and scrap.

•   In addition, nearly all 
(95.7 per cent) of the 
plastic in film produced 
for Canadian consumption 
in 2019 ended up as 
disposed waste and 
scrap, roughly in line with 
2012 (96.2 per cent).

•   Of the 43,140 tonnes 
of plastic leaked 
permanently into the 
environment in 2019, 
more than three-fifths 
(62.7 per cent) was 
used in packaging, 
similar in proportion 
to 2012 (63.5 per cent 
of 38,562 tonnes). Film 
(16,751 tonnes) and 
bottles (5,595 tonnes) 
accounted for most of the 
packaging leaked into the 
environment in 2019.

Canadian 
plastic 
statistics

—Source: The message in a bottle: Plastic packaging waste, released on June 9, 2023, by 
Statistics Canada
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“This is one aspect of plastic pollution 
that, federally, the Government of Canada 
could move on without running into the 
objections that occurred around single-use 
plastics,” she said. “We know [polystyrenes] 
break down pretty quickly. Whatever’s a 
flotation device for the summer of 2022 is, 
by the summer of 2024 … broken down 
into zillions of tiny, small plastic beads that 
are really significant plastic pollution on 
our coastlines.”

Sarah King, the head of the plastics a 
oceans campaign for Greenpeace Canada, 
told The Hill Times that Guilbeault has 
made it clear that tackling plastic pollution 
is a priority for Canada, but the minister 
“has gone back and forth on what is re-
quired in order to do so.”

King, who was a part of the Greenpeace 
delegation that attended INC-4, said she’d 
hoped to see more leadership by Canada in 
driving the strongest possible measures in 
the plastics treaty.

“What we saw from Canada was that 
earlier on in the negotiations they present-
ed a position of compromise,” she said. “On 
some of the key issues like ensuring that 
countries get to work discussing reductions 
in plastic production … we just didn’t see 
that Canada really stood with other High 
Ambition countries in sending a signal that 
those are going to be necessary in order to 
ensure an effective treaty.”

King said Canada hasn’t yet taken a 
strong position on the possibility of a cap 
limiting plastic production. Greenpeace is 
calling for the agreement to include a 75 
per cent reduction in plastic production by 
2040, according to King.

“We really need to see Canada champi-
on significant reductions in plastic produc-
tion if they’re actually going to be able to 
say that they’ve played a role in landing 
an impactful treaty,” she said. “What we’ve 
seen is a growing number of scientists, 
impacted groups, and now the public also 
saying, ‘in order to actually begin to end 
plastic pollution, we need to turn off the 
plastic tap. We need to reduce production.’”

Guilbeault told the Canadian Press on 
April 26 that Canada is not opposed to the 
concept of a production cut, but added that 
he isn’t sure how such a measure could be 
achieved or enforced. Guilbeault said that 
a treaty to end plastic pollution could be 
sufficiently ambitious without firm produc-
tion caps, and argued there are easier pol-
icies that could achieve the same results, 
including single-use plastic bans, reuse 
and recycle policies, and design standards 
requiring minimum amounts of recycled 
content in new plastics.

Isabelle Des Chênes, vice-president of 
policy for the Chemistry Industry Associ-
ation of Canada, agreed that a successful 
international treaty doesn’t necessarily 
require caps on plastic production. Des 
Chênes argued in favour of a “circular 
economy” for plastics, or a model that 
seeks to reduce plastic waste and pollution 

through companies designing products to 
be reused and recycled.

“I think [Guilbeault] knows the issue 
very well, and he’s threading the needle 
in terms of really trying to ensure that 
the pieces in place within that treaty have 
some teeth, and certainly are able to ad-
dress the issues around human health and 
the environment. And I think he’s really 
doing a good job there,” she said. “Circu-
larity is what we’d like to see as the main 
outcome, where systems are in place to 
capture the plastics so it doesn’t go into the 
environment, and then ensure that we can 
then reuse that as feedstock to create new 
plastics and ensuring that they’re being 
used over and over again.”

About 11 million tonnes of plastic waste 
flow annually into oceans, but a shift to a 
circular economy has the potential to re-
duce that volume of plastics by more than 
80 per cent by 2040, according to a March 
2022 press release from the UN Environ-
ment Program.

Des Chênes said the INC-4 negotiations 
went well. She noted that development of 
an international treaty is a long game.

“We saw them coming together and 
really having good substantive discussion 
in terms of whittling down that beast of 
a paper that they had. I thought that was 
good progress,” she said. “Did they land on 
a final agreement on all of the provisions? 
No, but I think it sets them up quite nicely 
for INC-5, and certainly the intersessional 
work that they agreed to will help as well.”

Sabaa Khan, climate director and direc-
tor general of Quebec and Atlantic Canada 
for the David Suzuki Foundation, told The 
Hill Times she considers Canada to be 
moving in the right direction in principle 
regarding plastic pollution, and that it’s 
a good step towards a potential chemical 
registry to know what exactly is inside the 
plastics being tracked.

“I do commend Canada for coming out 
with this [federal plastics] registry early on 
in the week because we know that … just 
tracking brand names can hold producers 
responsible. We also know that food and 
beverage companies, for instance, are 
some of the largest polluters when it comes 
to the plastic waste in the environment. So, 
transparency is key,” she said. 

In regards to INC-4, Khan argued that 
Canada could have been more vocal in 
supporting plastic production caps.

“We know right now that plastic man-
ufacturing and plastic pollution have a 
linear relationship, and so, unless we tackle 
upstream issues, unless we really look at 
producer responsibility and tracking what 
people are putting into the market and 
holding them responsible … then we’re just 
going to be dealing with the symptoms and 
not with the problem at its source,” she said.

The David Suzuki Foundation has 
gathered more than 11,000 signatures on a 
petition calling for production limits to be 
included in the global plastics treaty.

jcnockaert@hilltimes.com
The Hill Times

In the stifling heat of a dilapidated 
residence devoid of air conditioning or 

even a fan, where the windows stubborn-
ly refuse to budge, the suffocating reality 
of climate change becomes painfully 
apparent. Nowhere is this more evident 
than in Vancouver’s Downtown East-
side (DTES) as extreme weather events 
exacerbated by climate change continue 
to increase, affecting dense urban areas 
with few trees even more than leafier 
neighbourhoods. 

In the devastating 2021 heat dome that 
claimed more than 600 lives in British Co-
lumbia, individuals with schizophrenia and 
substance-use disorders had higher mor-
tality rates than the general population. 
These groups are overrepresented in the 
DTES. The elderly, those living alone, and 
those without social networks suffered the 
most. The stark reality is this: the effects of 
climate change disproportionately burden 
those who have contributed the least to its 
creation.

Amidst commendable efforts by 
the federal government to curb carbon 
emissions, one crucial aspect remains 
underemphasized: equity. True climate 
justice demands embedding equity into 
all facets of our response to the climate 
crisis. The proposed environmental racism 
bill currently navigating Parliament will 
make necessary strides towards address-
ing equity in climate initiatives along with 
redressing a legacy of environmental rac-
ism. Funding programs are also of great 
assistance. But it’s not enough. Much 
more must be done, and it must be done 
with urgency.

Take, for instance, the realm of hous-
ing. Deep retrofitting efforts are under-
way, though the expense and complexity 
mean quick results are not possible. The 
next version of the National Building 
Code—slated for 2030—is a distant hori-
zon for those struggling today. Speeding 
up the revisions is an option. Acting on 
the recommendations of the Task Force 
for Housing and Climate is another action 
the federal government can take to make 
the links between these critical issues 
and equity. Regulation is a key part of the 
solution—the British Columbia Building 
and Fire Codes 2024 mandate new build-
ings to integrate safety, sustainability, ac-
cessibility, and climate resilience features, 
including ensuring at least one living 
space maintains temperatures below 26 C, 
which will provide relief to those living in 
new buildings. Existing buildings remain 
the problem.

Education and partnership are equally 
vital. Universities—like the University of 
British Columbia (UBC)—are taking pro-
active steps to embed climate justice into 
their academic, operational, and communi-
ty engagement endeavours. 

For example, UBC’s Sustainability 
Scholars Program sheds light on ac-
tionable solutions, such as DIY cooling 
methods, that offer immediate relief to 
vulnerable communities facing extreme 
heat. A recent applied research project 
from this program delved into these DIY 
cooling options for residents of Vancou-
ver’s DTES. The project was led by Radhi-
ka Singh, a UBC graduate student who 
was mentored by Union Gospel Mission, 
which operates supportive housing in Van-
couver’s DTES neighbourhood, alongside 
additional frontline services within the 
community. Her work builds on studies on 
passive cooling strategies for multi-unit 
residential buildings in Vancouver, a Pas-
sive Design Toolkit, and many efforts by 
multiple organizations such as the DTES 
SRO Collaborative. The report’s findings—
from insulating walls with Tetra Paks, to 
evaporative cooling with wet cloths either 
directly in front of an open window or on 
a drying rack within the room, to paint-
ing building roofs white—offer tangible 
solutions that can be implemented swiftly 
and affordably. 

The DIY cooling report is part of 
a larger project called Climate Equity 
Action and Resilience (CLEAR), a collab-
orative effort of the UBC Sustainability 
Hub, UBC Learning Exchange, Embers 
Eastside Works, Working Gear, Recycling 
Alternative, and Union Gospel Mission, 
supported by the McConnell Foundation. 
Such initiatives, supported by philan-
thropic organizations, governments, and 
universities, highlight the potential for 
impactful change at the grassroots level. 
More funding for this type of experiential 
learning and applied research, community 
partnership activities can go a long way. 
This is a role for the federal government, 
and all governments.

Too often, discussions surrounding 
climate change are mired in abstract 
terms like carbon reduction and economic 
incentives. But for the residents of Vancou-
ver’s DTES, these concepts are distant and 
irrelevant. What matters to them is survival 
in the face of imminent danger. This is 
where the federal government can increase 
its efforts to embed equity into climate 
responses.

The federal government can lead by 
example by expanding funding programs 
like Environment and Climate Change 
Canada’s Climate Action Awareness 
Fund, developing more housing/climate 
initiatives, passing the National Strategy 
Respecting Environmental Racism and 
Environmental Justice Act, and foster-
ing greater collaborative partnerships. 
Through a commitment to equity and 
justice in every aspect of climate policy, 
federal elected officials and staff can in-
spire action at all levels of governance. 

In the battle against climate change, ev-
ery individual and every community must 
be empowered to act. It’s not just about 
reducing carbon emissions; it’s about safe-
guarding lives and livelihoods, and moving 
us closer to a just and sustainable future.

Linda Nowlan is the senior director of 
the University of British Columbia Sus-
tainability Hub.
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Environment minister 
Guilbeault must show 
‘courage’ to finalize 
plastics treaty, says 
NDP MP Johns

A unified front 
for climate equity
Federal elected officials 
and staff can inspire action 
at all levels of governance 
through a commitment to 
equity and justice in every 
aspect of climate policy.
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In asking a simple question—is 
Canada on track to meet our 

climate goals?—the first step is to 
identify Canada’s climate target. 
But that’s not so easy.

One statement often made 
is entirely true: no Canadian 
government has ever achieved 
a climate target. Hardly anyone 
notices that not only have we not 
hit a target, but also, historically, 
we have never gotten the direc-
tion right. We commit to reducing 
emissions, but increase them 
instead.

Over the decades, Canada has 
signed and backed away, spun, 
and dodged from our climate 
commitments. The June 1988 To-
ronto Conference—“Our Chang-
ing Atmosphere: Implications 
for Global Security”—set out an 
early target that emissions must 
be reduced 20 per cent below 
1988 levels by 2005, but it was 

not endorsed by the Canadian 
government.

Canada’s first target had an 
unusual genesis, when the coun-
try’s then-environment minister 
set out our first national goal in 
May 1990 at a high-level ministe-
rial gathering in Bergen, Nor-
way. Negotiations for the United 
Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 
were just beginning, and Can-
ada’s environment minister at 
that critical Bergen conference 
was Lucien Bouchard. Then-NDP 
environment critic, the late Jim 
Fulton, was there, too, and it was 
from him that I learned the story. 
During the Bergen talks, Bouch-
ard committed that Canada would 
ensure we held our greenhouse 
gas emissions to 1990 levels until 
the year 2000. It fell so far short 
of the 1988 Toronto target of 20 
per cent reductions. But Bouch-
ard took a risk: that first global 
Canadian commitment had not 
been approved by cabinet. I have 
always wondered if Bouchard 
phoned then-prime minister Brian 
Mulroney for permission. But 
the circumstances on Bouchard’s 
return could not have been more 
adverse. While Bouchard was 
busy with climate in Norway, his 
cabinet colleague Jean Charest 
was dealing with Quebec on 
Meech Lake. The discord between 
Charest and Bouchard led to the 
deepest of rifts: Bouchard quit 
cabinet and formed the Bloc 
Québécois.

And it was after that the 
Mulroney cabinet approved 
Bouchard’s actions in Bergen as 
Canada’s first climate target. In 
hindsight, that alone is breath-
taking. When Mulroney signed 
the UNFCCC at the Rio Earth 
Summit in June 1992, our target 
remained at freezing 1990 emis-
sions to the year 2000.

In the 1993 election, the Lib-
eral Red Book—Jean Chrétien’s 
platform—put forward the 1988 
Toronto goal of 20 per cent below 
1988 emissions by 2005. Unfortu-
nately for the climate, in the 1993 
election, Anne McLellan won 

her Edmonton seat by 12 votes 
earning her the nickname “Land-
slide Annie.”  While Chrétien’s 
administration delivered on most 
of the Red Book, the climate com-
mitments were ditched. In what 
would become a pattern, Liberal 
climate policy was incoherent in 
the vain hope of winning more 
Alberta seats.

When one compares Mul-
roney’s approach to acid rain 
and ozone with Liberal climate 
targets, the key difference is that 
Mulroney was committed to hit-
ting targets, and used every policy 
tool to get there.

Liberals have wanted credit 
with Alberta for increasing fossil 
fuel production while simulta-
neously claiming to care about 
climate goals.

Our emissions continued to 
rise. It is only very recently—due 
to carbon pricing—that our emis-
sions decreased at all, and the 
drop is far short of the target. Of 
the G7 nations, we have the worst 
record as the lone country whose 
emissions have dramatically risen 
above 1990 levels.

Under the 1997 Kyoto Proto-
col, national targets were in-
cluded in the text, with Canada’s 
six per cent below 1990 levels 
between 2008 and 2012. By spring 
2005, Paul Martin’s administra-
tion had a credible plan to reach 
the target.

That was all undone within 
months of Stephen Harper estab-
lishing a minority Conservative 

government. Between 2006 and 
2015, our target was weakened 
three times under Harper.

The weakest target remained 
in place under Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau until spring 2021. 
Under the 2015 Paris Agree-
ment, targets are not “baked in” 
to the treaty, but tabled with the 
UNFCCC secretariat. They can 
be changed at any time, but only 
“ratcheted up.” Canada’s target 
ratcheted up in 2021, but not to a 
level that meets the overarching 
Paris goal of holding global av-
erage temperature increase to no 
more than a 2 C increase striving 
to hold to no more than 1.5 C. Our 
goal is expressed as a range—the 
only country to do so—of 40-45 
per cent reductions against 2005 
levels by 2030. It’s no surprise the 
Liberals only mention the lower 
end of the range.

The “Global Stock Take” at 
COP28 in Dubai last December 
made it clear the world is not on 
track to hold to 1.5 C, or even 2 
C. Of the industrialized nations, 
Canada’s record is the worst. The 
oft-repeated climate goal—really 
a marketing ploy—centred on the 
so-called Climate Accountability 
Act is “net zero by 2050.” It is in-
compatible with the Paris treaty. 
Without inserting the 2030 target 
and making that 2030 goal deeper 
and urgent, net zero by 2050 is 
dangerous.

The bottom line is that the 
Paris climate targets are not po-
litical. They are based on science. 
Building pipelines and subsidiz-
ing fossil fuels is throwing gas 
on the wildfires across Canada. 
It is never too late for the Liberal 
government to make the brave 
and bold decisions that preserve 
a survivable climate for our 
children. Being better than the 
Conservatives is not responsible 
climate policy.

Elizabeth May is the MP for 
Saanich–Gulf Islands, B.C., and 
co-leader of the Green Party of 
Canada.
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It is never too late to make 
brave and bold decisions that 
preserve a survivable climate
Without making the 
2030 goal deeper 
and urgent, net-zero 
emissions by 2050 is 
dangerous. 
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“Liberals have 
wanted credit 
with Alberta for 
increasing fossil 
fuel production 
while 
simultaneously 
claiming to care 
about climate 
goals.

Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau’s 
plan of building 
pipelines and 
subsidizing fossil 
fuels is throwing 
gas on the wildfires 
across Canada, 
writes Elizabeth 
May. The Hill Times 
photograph by 
Andrew Meade



On the eve of the federal 
budget, The Globe and Mail 

reported that Liberal Finance 
Minister Chrystia Freeland was 
considering implementing an ex-
cess profits tax on big oil and gas 
producers, but multiple sources 
confirmed that she backed down 
in the face of strong lobbying 
from oilpatch executives and the 
Canadian Association of Petro-
leum Producers.

These same lobbyists and 
executives are raking in record 

profits, increasing their emis-
sions, and gouging Canadians at 
the pump, all while handing out 
millions of dollars in bonuses to 
their CEOs. But, lucky for them, 
the Liberal government has their 
back.

Everyday Canadians haven’t 
been so lucky. They have been 
experiencing the dual crises of 
climate change and the skyrock-
eting cost of living. Wildfires, 
extreme flooding, multi-year 
droughts, and heat domes have 
forced Canadians from their 
homes, cost billions of dollars in 
damage, and taken the lives of 
hundreds of people. At the same 
time, families across Canada are 
struggling to keep up with the 
corporate greed of real estate 
developers, grocery giants, big 
pharma, and big oil and gas 
who have driven up prices while 
seeing corporate profits hit record 
highs.

Left unchecked, soaring cor-
porate profits are a major driver 
of the recent inflation spike, and 
these inflationary price increases 
hurt workers’ pockets, while pad-
ding corporate profits—particu-
larly in oil and gas. Most Canadi-
ans see greedflation as a problem, 
and the majority of Canadians 

support a windfall profits tax on 
oil and gas. 

The concept of a windfall prof-
its tax on oil and gas is not rad-
ical. It is a pragmatic approach 
that has been adopted by coun-
tries around the world. A windfall 
tax has been implemented by the 
United Kingdom and more than 
20 European countries, and raised 
more than $10-billion. In response 
to record profits, the global surge 
in energy prices exacerbated by 
geopolitical tension, market ma-
nipulations and corporate greed, 
they levied additional taxes on 
the surplus profits of oil and gas 
companies.

In Canada, however, both the 
Liberal government and the Con-
servative opposition have shown 
a disheartening reluctance to take 
on big oil and gas. While New 
Democrats were able to success-
fully force the Liberals to imple-
ment a surplus profits tax on big 
banks, the Liberals refuse to ruf-
fle the feathers of their friends in 
oil and gas. They lack the courage 
to take on corporate greed.

And then there is Pierre 
Poilievre, who continues to do the 
bidding of the oil and gas execu-
tives that flock to his fundraisers. 
Conservatives champion increas-
ing production and increasing 

emissions, and they disregard 
the long-term environmental and 
economic consequences of these 
policies. The corporate-controlled 
Conservatives have no climate 
plan, and they have no problem 
letting oil and gas companies 
pollute and gouge Canadians 
without consequence. But it’s not 
surprising that Conservatives 
won’t even talk about corporate 
greed or a windfall profits tax, 
when, despite Poilievre’s top 
adviser appearing to use a shell 
company to try to hide her lobby-
ing (which she denies), the fact is 
their party is run by lobbyists.

But no matter what the Con-
servatives believe, climate change 
is real. And the climate crisis 
costs our economy billions annu-
ally in disaster response, mitiga-
tion, and adaptation. The recent 
wildfires, floods, and extreme 
weather events across Canada are 
stark reminders of the price we 
pay for inaction. And the sector 
that produces the most emissions 
in Canada, fueling the climate cri-
sis, is also receiving government 
handouts in the form of fossil fuel 
subsidies.

Freeland and the Liberals have 
shown that, despite a clear man-
date from Canadians who support 
a windfall tax and demand 

accountability, they’d rather be 
wined and dined by big oil then 
stand up to them. For years, the 
Liberals have sat on their hands 
while Canada’s biggest polluters 
have made more money than ever 
before and done irreparable harm 
to the planet.

The parliamentary budget of-
ficer reported that if the Liberals 
made big oil and gas companies 
pay their fair share, it would gen-
erate more than $4-billion a year. 
Billions that could be invested in 
clean energy, public transporta-
tion, helping families switch to 
heat pumps—ultimately driving 
down emissions and helping peo-
ple with the cost of living.

A windfall profits tax on oil 
and gas profits is not just wise, 
it’s essential. It represents a criti-
cal step to not only tackle corpo-
rate greed and discourage infla-
tionary price increases, but also 
a way to fund climate solutions 
that make life more affordable 
and protect our environment for 
present and future generations.

NDP MP Laurel Collins, who 
represents Victoria, B.C., is her 
party’s environment and climate 
change critic, as well as the depu-
ty critic for families, children, and 
social development.
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Our lives depend on nature. 
From the water we drink, to 

the air we breathe and the expe-
riences we enjoy outdoors, na-

ture makes it possible. But what 
happens to these nature-based 
services as the world’s resource 
needs evolve and climate change 
quickens?

In January, colleagues and 
I published research in Nature 
Communications that showed 
nearly one-third of the world’s 
priority areas for biodiversity 

conservation—about the size of 
North America—also intersect 
with industry and human devel-
opment interests. That means that 
there will be potential conflicts 

between conservation, climate 
and development goals.

When you’ve got your feet on 
the ground, watching streams 
flow, flowers grow, and animals 
move up close, it’s tough to grasp 
the scale of this challenge. But 
zoom out, and it comes into focus.

Satellite views, long-term 
studies, and local and Indigenous 
knowledge have shown we’re 
losing or drastically altering 
nature at an alarming rate—more 
than 80 per cent of native Prairie 
grasslands across Alberta, Sas-
katchewan, and Manitoba have 
been lost, as have more than 70 
per cent of southern Canada’s 
wetlands, for example—and we’ve 
had significant impacts on the 
nature around us. So, how do we 
rebalance our relationships with 
the land? How do we conserve 
species, lands, and waters while 

Harnessing windfall profits to tackle 
corporate greed and fund a greener future

Development needs can conflict 
with nature, but with knowledge 
we can grow together

If the Liberals made 
big oil and gas 
companies pay their 
fair share, it would 
generate more than 
$4-billion a year.

Digital land-use 
planning tools, local 
and Indigenous 
knowledge can help 
us get the best bang 
for our conservation 
buck.
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Interested in 
conserving habitat 
for a species like 
the endangered 
spotted turtle? New 
data-mapping 
technology can 
help you focus 
efforts, allowing 
communities to 
make informed and 
transparent 
choices about their 
relationships with 
the lands and 
waters around 
them, writes 
Richard Schuster. 
Photograph courtesy 
of Laura Wolf



Data from Environment Cana-
da suggest that this country 

will fail in its commitments to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 
In 2022, carbon dioxide emissions 
from fossil fuels, industrial pro-
cesses, and combustion amounted 
to 548 million metric tons (Mt-
CO2e), the same order of magni-
tude as the country’s emissions 
in 2000. Only a concerted effort 
to change the energy matrix that 
powers the country’s economy 
could bring any hope that Can-

ada will fulfill its international 
commitments. 

We have been here before. 
Canada helped broker the Kyoto 
Protocol in 1997. We committed 
to reducing emissions by six per 
cent from 1990 levels by 2012. 
In reality, national emissions in-
creased by more than 30 per cent 
during that period. Canada offi-
cially withdrew from the Protocol 
in 2011. Real action on climate 
change requires Canada to move 
away from its fossil-fuel ener-
gy matrix. Failing to do so will 
continue to erode our country’s 
legitimacy in the global efforts 
to curtail the effects of climate 
change. 

Our research with corporate 
and NGO professionals in sus-
tainable development in North 
America and Europe brings 
some interesting insights. The 
current context of climate change 
requires an effective and efficient 
policy framework that could ad-
dress greenhouse gas emissions 
through holistic and systemic 
approaches. To do so, federal, 
regional, and local policies should 
be designed and implemented 
using a comprehensive perspec-
tive considering their interdepen-
dence and interconnection. Such 
interrelationships are essential 
in the design of public policies 

tackling Canadian emissions. Po-
litical posturing and jurisdictional 
tug-of-war only hinder our ability 
to reach emissions targets.  

A serious challenge to Cana-
da’s commitments is the grow-
ing emissions of our oil sector. 
Canada’s oilsands production 
released more than 85 MtCO2e in 
2021, close to a six-fold increase 
from 1990. However, changing the 
country’s energy matrix demands 
transformational policies. The 
design of the Canadian feder-
ation adds serious difficulty 
to developing such a transfor-
mational framework. Still, the 
climate change challenge will not 
disappear; the required econom-
ic realignment is a generational 
struggle for our country, especial-
ly for the oil-rich provinces. 

Canada’s Federal Implemen-
tation Plan for the 2030 Agenda 
underscores the importance of all 
Canadian federal institutions and 
agencies incorporating the 2030 
Agenda while working towards 
the Sustainable Development 
Goals. Sustainable Development 
Goal 7 calls for “Ensuring access 
to affordable, reliable, sustainable 
and modern energy for all.” 

The Canadian federal govern-
ment defined that by 2030, 90 per 
cent of all electricity generated 
in Canada should come from 

renewable energy sources and 
non-greenhouse gas-emitting 
sources. In 2023, Canada reached 
80.73 per cent of electricity gen-
erated by emissions-free sources. 
However, historical data shows 
that we are moving backwards 
with this target. In 2015, Cana-
da had already achieved 81.44 
per cent, and by 2020, 82.34 per 
cent. Since then, the percentage 
of green electricity has steadily 
worsened. The poor figures result 
from unco-ordinated efforts 
between federal, provincial, and 
territorial governments. Alberta’s 
2023 “pause” on all new approvals 
of renewable energy projects has 
not helped either.

Our research supports the 
view that policies, institutional 
mechanisms, and regulatory 
instruments should work in a 
co-ordinated way that allows 
them to translate into transforma-
tional policies with a long-term 
vision, and long-lasting positive 
effects that would equally sustain 
regional economic stability and 
national environmental sustain-
ability. Of course, this is easier 
said than done. 

For some ideas of how to 
move forward, we could look at 
the European Union and see how 
successful cross-sector policies 
with high-level government 
funding have been. That is im-
pressive progress under a much 
more complex jurisdictional 
and political environment than 
Canada. The EU has significantly 
transitioned from fossil fuels to 
renewable energy in less than two 
decades. 

In 2011, fossil fuels account-
ed for 49 per cent of the EU’s 
electricity production, while 
renewable energy sources con-
tributed only 18 per cent. By 2021, 

renewables have made significant 
progress, making up 32 per cent 
of the EU’s electricity generation, 
closely approaching fossil fuels’ 
share of 36 per cent. The key 
has been designing a series of 
legislative packages that motivate 
economic sectors throughout the 
region to move toward new ener-
gy sources. 

Europe’s Fit for 55 policy 
package includes ambitious tar-
gets, related regulatory instru-
ments, and supporting financial 
incentives. This combination 
allows the industry to understand 
the expected market rules while 
having the financial support to 
transition and comply with the 
new rules. This reduces uncertain-
ty for industry stakeholders and 
provides ways for them to remain 
competitive.

If we are serious about taking 
action, Canada needs an inten-
tional and co-ordinated tackle of 
the climate change crisis.

Mauricio Latapí is an assis-
tant professor at Mount Royal 
University, where he researches 
the transition to zero-emissions 
for the maritime sector with a 
particular focus on new tech-
nologies such as hydrogen fuel 
cells. He has been an adviser on 
sustainable transportation for a 
variety of governments, inter-
national projects, and NGOs. 
Prof. Paul Varella is formerly the 
associate dean of the Bissett 
School of Business at Mount 
Royal University, and a visiting 
professor with the Copernicus 
Institute of Sustainable Devel-
opment at Utrecht University. 
He has presented his research at 
numerous conferences and has 
published in leading journals in 
business studies.

The Hill Times

There is a new and obscure—
but I think very import-

ant—paper on how diminishing 
amounts of snow greatly enhance 
the probabilities of more ex-
treme forest fires: Geographically 
divergent trends in snow disap-
pearance timing and fire ignitions 
across boreal North America, 
published in Biogeosciences in 
January. After the mildest Ca-
nadian winter ever, with a bare 

minimum of snow in most every 
forest, this paper is prescient and 
pertinent.

The federal and provincial 
governments are warning about 
and preparing for a fire season 
that could possibly be worse 
than the off-the-charts record 
forest fire disaster of 2023 when 
18.5 million hectares burned, 
and smoke affected almost all of 
North America. Last year’s forest 
fires produced more than two 
billion megatonnes of greenhouse 
gases—triple that recorded in 

Canada’s national GHG invento-
ry. We are facing possible run-
away positive feedback happen-
ing now, and not in the future 
anymore.

There are physical limits to 
the amount of permafrost that 
can thaw and release GHGs, but 
not, it would seem, for how fast 
forests could burn. Only around 
four per cent of Canada’s forests 
burned last year, and it is within 
the realm of possibility that a 
higher percentage could burn this 
year. In this decade, an immense 

long-term carbon sink is rapidly 
becoming a source of new GHGs 
to help warm the planet. It’s be-
coming a carbon-bomb feedback 
we cannot stop.

Over the past year, climate 
scientists have been concerned 
that warming is accelerating—not 
just from El Niño—and that this 
means we have even less time to 
reduce emissions to keep from 
triggering potential feedbacks, 
a possibility that becomes more 
likely every day. The cascade of 
feedbacks used to be considered 
a one-in-20, long-tail risk, but is 
now becoming inevitable if we 
increase warming as projected by 
2 C to 3 C.

The now largely forgotten 
2023 Global Tipping Points report 
recommended an urgent adoption 
of a precautionary risk manage-
ment framework to keep from 
setting off these feedbacks. A 
new pre-print paper by foremost 
climate scientist Stephen Rahm-
storf—Is the Atlantic overturning 
circulation approaching a tipping 
point?—advocates for a similar 
precautionary risk management. 
Our burning forests could be 
helping to melt Arctic and Green-
land ice, which then helps to slow 

the Atlantic Meridional Overturn-
ing Circulation ocean current—
with potentially catastrophic 
consequences.

Maybe we should quickly 
rethink our mitigation plans, and 
shift to how to actually rapidly 
reduce emissions, and not just 
pretend. But nobody seems to be 
paying attention.

As warming accelerates, we 
need effective mitigation faster. 
Meanwhile, our government is 
opening a new pipeline to help 
increase oil production, and our 
official opposition is playing 
little-kid rhyming election games 
with one of our ineffectual miti-
gation policies. Wake up. We are 
in a plan to fail where we could 
lose everything we love and care 
about; where our emissions today 
could help make most of our one 
and only world largely uninhabit-
able for hundreds—if not thou-
sands—of years; and where, in 
our politics, the laggards want to 
get rid of even the puny mitiga-
tion we do have.

Bill Henderson is a longtime 
climate activist. He can be 
reached at bhenderson@dccnet.
com.
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Doing the same things 
over and again will not 
lead to different results

Meanwhile, climate change is accelerating

As the urgency of 
climate change 
escalates, the need for 
a comprehensive and 
co-ordinated policy 
framework becomes 
increasingly crucial.

Maybe we should 
quickly rethink our 
mitigation plans, 
and shift to how 
to actually rapidly 
reduce emissions—
not just pretend.
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Members of 1st Regiment, Royal Canadian Horse Artillery, use axes to break up 
ground to help the BC Wildfire Service in suppressing fire hot spots outside 
Topley, B.C., in August 2023. DND photograph by Corporal Alexandre Brisson



From health care to manufac-
turing, clean technologies, 

finance, and many other in-
dustries, there is growing hype 
around artificial intelligence (AI) 
and its potential to revolutionize 
operations. 

The increasing allure of AI 
is evident in this year’s federal 
budget where the government 
announced that it would invest 
$2.4-billion to advance AI devel-
opment and adoption in Canada.

While AI offers the promise of 
transformational leaps in efficien-
cy, productivity, and innovation, 
it is not without significant costs, 
including to the environment. The 
world is in the midst of a climate 
emergency, making it imperative 
that we temper our excitement 
around AI with a sober reflection 
on its impact on climate change.

Greenhouse gas emissions 
continue to warm the planet, 
breaking rising global tempera-
ture records and increasing sea 
levels at unprecedented rates as 
ice cover declines and glaciers 
retreat. Extreme weather events, 
floods, droughts, and wildfires 
have become more common, with 
devastating consequences, includ-
ing in Canada.  

At the same time, there is a 
technological revolution under-
way as AI becomes more perva-
sive. Its ability to quickly analyze 
vast amounts of data, recognize 
patterns, and automate repetitive 
tasks is driving government, busi-
ness, and industry interest in it. 

And as countries—including 
Canada—strive to meet their 
climate goals, some see AI as an 
indispensable tool. Its algorithms 
can build more accurate climate 
models, provide better ice map-
ping, improve energy efficiency in 
buildings and decarbonize indus-
trial sectors, among other uses.

Yet, AI is not the cure-all. 
It consumes vast quantities of 
energy as it develops and runs 
the algorithms it uses to analyze 
data and recognize patterns. If the 
energy comes from fossil fuels, 
it directly contributes to carbon 
emissions.

The computer equipment need-
ed for AI must be regularly cooled 
to keep the machines operating, 
requiring large volumes of water 
while the world faces a freshwa-
ter scarcity. Discarded computer 
hardware—including waste from 
AI data centres—only adds to the 
planet’s e-waste problems. 

We also cannot overlook the 
fact that many AI applications fo-
cus on mitigation and adaptation, 
not the root causes of climate 
change. This is an important 
shortcoming. Indeed, scientists 
have expressed frustration that 
social and political inaction—not 
technical knowledge or means—
impedes us from tackling the root 
causes, the burning of fossil fuels 
and depletion of forests. 

In engineering, we teach stu-
dents to look at problems holisti-
cally. We have many engineering 
case studies that show the impor-
tance of thinking about how to set 
up a problem and not just rushing 
into solving what we think the 
problem is. We need to use this 
thought process in relation to AI 
and climate change. 

For instance, is the climate 
emergency a technical problem 
or a political one, and can AI help 
if it is a political problem versus 
the perspective that AI will fight 

climate change. How we set up 
the problem is critical to how we 
solve it. 

Enthusiasm for AI must not 
lead us to skip the important 
work of “problem setting.” Jump-
ing right to solving a problem 
without carefully defining it could 
overlook key issues. When it 
comes to AI and the climate emer-
gency, we should consider a full 
range of questions that will shape 
what problems we think we ought 
to be solving. 

For instance, we need to 
consider what we already know 
about climate change, about how 
to slow climate impacts, and 
what communities need. Does a 
community want to know how 
to predict bigger storms through 
AI intervention or does it need 
resources for deep retrofits or 
making buildings more resilient?

We also need to recognize that 
we cannot rely on AI alone to 
save us from climate change. We 
need to tackle the problem holis-
tically and use trained experts. 
While AI specialists may under-
stand the technology, they are 
not necessarily experts in climate 
change. 

We must continue to make 
room for the trained experts in 
climate science who can make 
decisions using all of the facts 
and difficult contextual data, 
including whether a particular 
solution is in line with the values 
of a community. 

Instead of jumping head 
first into AI, policymakers and 
decision leaders need to consid-
er all of its ramifications. After 
all, the decisions we make today 
about where to allocate resourc-
es—technical, environmental and 
social—will shape the decisions 
we can make in the future. 

Mary Wells is dean at the 
faculty of engineering at the Uni-
versity of Waterloo. Ashley Rose 
Mehlenbacher is an associate 
professor in English language and 
literature and Canada Research 
Chair in Science, Health, and 
Technology Communication at 
the University of Waterloo. 
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ensuring people have the space, 
food, and resources they need? 
We’re now at a point where tech-
nology is revealing new ways of 
understanding our world.

The Nature Conservancy 
of Canada and researchers at 
Carleton University have built 
a digital land-use planning tool 
that accounts for species’ ranges, 
biodiversity benefits, carbon 
storage, and many other layers 
that can now suggest to us how 
to get the best bang for our con-
servation buck. 

Interested in conserving 
habitat for a species like the 
endangered spotted turtle? New 
data-mapping technology can 
help you focus your efforts, by 
highlighting the species’ habitat 
range for you at the click of a 
button. It goes further, too. On 
top of the spotted turtle’s range, 
our tool allows you to layer in 
elements such as other at-risk 
species’ ranges, carbon sinks, 
drinking water sources, and hu-
man development maps. Seeing 
where all these elements might 
overlap, we can then give the 
tool a budget and ask it: how can 
we most effectively deploy our 
conservation resources?

Thanks to the quality of 
the data and the power of this 
technology, land-use models that 
once took teams of conservation 
planners many hours or even 
days to assemble can now be 
churned out in less time than it 
takes to brew a pot of coffee.

Of course, we must go further, 
too, because when you’re doing 
land conservation, you need 
to understand that no species 
or natural process exists inde-
pendently. Nature might be seen 
from satellites and maps, but it’s 
experienced on the ground. By 
listening to Indigenous Knowl-
edge, recognizing people’s deep 
roots on the land, and involving 
communities in conservation 
decisions, we quickly see how 
everything connects. 

It’s by using tools like ours in 
tandem with local and Indig-
enous knowledge that we can 
efficiently find areas that—when 
conserved—offer compounding 
benefits to nature and people. We 
can model and better understand 
different scenarios and the future 
impacts of activities like nature 
restoration work and wetland 

conversion, new developments, 
and species recovery, all through 
the lens of a changing climate. 
This way, communities can make 
informed and transparent choic-
es about their relationships with 
the lands and waters around 
them.

As nature and communities 
are facing the ever-accelerating 
threats of biodiversity loss and 
climate change, the more effi-
ciently we can restore, conserve, 
and sustainably manage ecosys-
tems, the better we can contrib-
ute to nature and community 
resilience. 

Threading the needle 
on development 
requirements and 
nature’s needs

Local and Indigenous knowl-
edge teach us not only that 
humans can coexist with nature, 
but also that we must. Our new 
modelling tools show that, too. 
For instance, colleagues and I 
recently used land-use planning 
technologies to show how pro-
tecting native pollinator habitat 
near farmland in Canada can 
actually increase yields, result-
ing in net benefits for people 
and nature, bolstering regional 
food security, supporting native 
species, and creating economic 
opportunities. That’s just the 
beginning.

But while it’s great to know 
what to do in theory, it’s another 
thing altogether to implement it 
on the ground. We need deci-
sion-making partners across 
Canada to adopt these tools 
when doing land-use planning 
so that we can conserve the right 
places for species, nature, and 
communities. By collaborating 
with local and Indigenous com-
munities, we can seek to identify 
how these tools can support our 
shared objectives. In doing so, 
they can make tough decisions 
transparent, accountable, acces-
sible, and highly informed by 
multiple ways of knowing.

Richard Schuster is the 
director of spatial planning 
and innovation at the Nature 
Conservancy of Canada, which 
seeks solutions to the twin 
crises of rapid biodiversity loss 
and climate change through 
large-scale, permanent land 
conservation.
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Development 
needs can conflict 
with nature, but 
with knowledge 
we can grow 
together

AI algorithms 
can build more 
accurate 
climate 
models, but 
consumes vast 
quantities of 
energy to 
develop and 
run them. 
Photograph 
courtesy of 
Pexels

We must temper hype around 
AI with sober reflection on its 
climate impacts
While AI offers 
the promise of 
transformational 
leaps in efficiency, 
productivity, and 
innovation, it comes 
with significant costs, 
including to the 
environment.



A source of life and beauty, 
our environment—the air 

we breathe, the water and food 
we consume, the forests, quiet 
lakes, and the breaking waves of 
the oceans—is under siege and 

we, ourselves, are the assail-
ants. But we could also become 
its saviours.

Human existence has always 
benefited from nature’s bounty. 
We have used resources and ex-
tracted great wealth while caus-
ing considerable damage to the 
environment. We can take heart 
from the work science has ac-
complished undoing much of the 
harm. We have developed ways to 
remediate damaged landscapes 
and to use available resources 
with greater efficiency, and less 
impact on the environment.  

Look at water pollution. Last 
month, the mayor of Paris an-
nounced that, prior to the Olym-
pics this summer, she will swim 
in the River Seine to demonstrate 
its restored level of purity. We can 
certainly celebrate this kind of 
achievement. However, there is 
much more to be done.  

We face extraordinary chal-
lenges today: floods, droughts, 

and wildfires have taken a serious 
toll, and make it increasingly ur-
gent to respond effectively to our 
changing climate, but they also 
make it increasingly difficult to 
do so. Like the child in the Hans 
Christian Andersen tale, we can 
place a finger in the dyke as he 
did, but today the crisis is much 
worse: we see that the entire dam 
is bursting. 

Where should we begin? We 
need fresh air, clean water, and 
adequate supplies of the appro-
priate nutrients to survive. Much 
has been said about our carbon 
footprint, and governments 
around the world are setting tar-
gets to decrease carbon emissions 
to lessen climate change and 
its impact on this planet. This is 
excellent, but problematic. We are 
not achieving the targets. Coun-
tries do not even agree on the 
targets which are set by different 
agencies. While our knowledge 
increases, so does the amount of 

misinformation available, and we 
are faced with a confusing num-
ber of choices. As responsible 
citizens, how do we decide?  

We need science to identify 
the best ways to preserve life, 
to determine when and what we 
need to remediate or improve, 
and where to begin. And where 
science does not yet know, we 
need to return to the lab and run 
experiments to test theories.  

We must pose the questions 
we did not ask in the past, like 
Kelsey Leonard, founder of the 
Wampum Lab at the University of 
Waterloo. She is asking: should 
bodies of water have the same 
legal status as people? As corpo-
rations? The lab is taking a wider 
look at threats to communities 
from climate change, including 
access to potable water and rising 
sea levels. Leonard’s research is 
blending Indigenous and western 
ways of understanding the world 
in the fields of science, law, and 

policy with the goal of finding 
solutions.  

To make better choices, we 
need the information gathered 
by scientists across the country. 
For example, it is useful to know 
about Dave Risk, a researcher 
at St. Francis Xavier University 
in Antigonish, N.S., who has 
improved on a tool for measuring 
methane emissions. The team at 
his Flux Lab has gathered data on 
emissions from the melting Arctic 
permafrost, gas pipelines, farm 
fields and landfills. They provide 
accurate and unbiased data to 
government, industry, nongov-
ernmental organizations, and the 
general public.  

Science has never been more 
important. It provides the infor-
mation and evidence our gov-
ernments require to make sound 
decisions about the environment. 
As individuals, we need to use 
this information along with clear 
national and international guide-
lines in setting our own priorities. 
This shared responsibility should 
become the foundation for action. 

Roseann O’Reilly Runte is 
president and CEO of the Can-
ada Foundation for Innovation, 
a non-profit corporation that 
invests in research infrastructure 
at Canadian universities, colleges, 
research hospitals, and non-profit 
research institutions.
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Where do all used laptops go 
when a government depart-

ment or company gets rid of them? 
What if instead of them going direct-
ly to a landfill, they were upcycled 
and redeployed to classrooms, librar-
ies, homework clubs, and to students 
and seniors who can’t afford to buy 
their own technology?

In an era defined by unprec-
edented technological advance-

ments, Canada stands as a global 
leader in the digital revolution. 
Our commitment to innovation 
has propelled us to prosperous 
new heights, driving economic 
growth, and fostering a dynamic 
digital economy. However, amidst 
this progress lies a pressing 
environmental challenge: the 
proliferation of electronic waste, 
commonly known as e-waste.

The latest report from the 
United Nations serves as a sober-
ing reminder of the magnitude of 
this challenge. Despite Canada’s 
digital prowess, the exponential 
increase in e-waste poses a grave 
threat to both our environment 
and public health.

With digital consumption 
increasing daily, we must address 
the consequences of our depen-
dence on technology and chart a 
path toward a more sustainable 
future. Canada’s business leaders 
have a unique opportunity to be 
part of the solution: donating 
their used items for reuse, while 
helping to bridge the digital 
divide. Many digital devices are 
tools for success, but for many 
lower-income Canadians are very 
expensive, unattainable items. By 

recycling and reusing the devic-
es destined for landfills, we are 
squeezing out some extra life. 
And if we are going to reduce 
e-waste in this country, diverting 
and donating is a good place to 
start.

Computers for Success Cana-
da (CFSC) stands as a pioneering 
force in tackling the growing 
problem of e-waste. Since 2005, 
CFSC has recycled more than 
2,200,000 information technology 
assets, diverting these resources 
from the waste stream, and giving 
them new life through refurbish-
ment and redistribution at little to 
no cost. Initiatives like our CEO 
Pledge, where some of Cana-
da’s biggest companies—like 
Microsoft and Desjardins—have 
already signed on, shows the 
widespread support for digital 
inclusion and the reduction of 
e-waste.

But we cannot do this alone. 
Today’s policymakers have a 
unique opportunity and respon-
sibility to continue to support 
initiatives like CFSC, and enact 
policies that promote sustainable 
practices and equitable access to 
technology. Several key steps can 

be taken to address the e-waste 
challenge, and harness the poten-
tial of digital innovation for the 
benefit of all Canadians.

First and foremost, we must 
prioritize the development of 
comprehensive e-waste manage-
ment policies and strategies that 
regulate the disposal and recy-
cling of electronic devices. When 
organizations, corporations, and 
individuals donate devices they 
no longer need, they are reducing 
their impact on the environment 
by making the most efficient use 
of the raw materials required in 
computer production, minimizing 
e-waste, and reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions. In other words, by 
implementing extended produc-
er responsibility programs and 
incentivizing sustainable practic-
es, we can minimize the environ-
mental impact of e-waste, and 
promote a circular economy.

Secondly, we must invest in 
initiatives that promote the reuse 
and refurbishment of electronic 
devices. Measures in Budget 2024 
build off accelerated capital cost 
allowance incentivization for 
companies to donate their older 
equipment for refurbishment 

and redistribution by CFSC to 
Canadians who lack access, all 
while receiving a significant tax 
benefit, charitable tax receipts, 
and contributing to their corpo-
rate environmental, social, and 
governance objectives.

Furthermore, prioritizing 
digital literacy and skills develop-
ment is essential to ensure all Ca-
nadians can thrive in the digital 
age. Investing in education and 
training programs can empower 
individuals to fully participate in 
the digital economy and unlock 
new pathways to success. But it 
is more than just technical skills. 
Access to computers and technol-
ogy is critical for business, but 
it is also essential for students, 
families, seniors, and newcomers 
with affordability challenges. 
They need access to technology to 
give them guidance for the future 
to learn and broaden their knowl-
edge, and provide confidence in 
the skills they already possess.

The time is now for Canada to 
seize the moment and embrace 
the transformative potential of 
digital innovation. By working 
together to address the e-waste 
challenge and harness the power 
of technology for social good, we 
can ensure that Canada remains a 
global leader in the digital revolu-
tion. Join us on this empowering 
journey to make Canada digitally 
inclusive and competitive, and 
together, let us shape a legacy of 
innovation and sustainability that 
will endure for years to come.

Michel Langelier is the exec-
utive director of Computers for 
Success Canada.
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How to respond to climate change 
poses a big question—for answers 
we need to support science

Transforming e-waste into 
digital opportunities: Canada’s 
path to a sustainable future

Science provides 
the information 
and evidence our 
governments require 
to make sound 
decisions about the 
environment.

Harnessing the 
power of technology 
for social good can 
ensure that Canada 
remains a global 
leader in the digital 
revolution.
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the plan will be defined. Origi-
nally billed as a strategy before 
being labelled a framework, now 
Canada’s foreign ministry isn’t 
putting a name on it.  

The House and Senate Foreign 
Affairs committees are concur-
rently undergoing studies looking 
at Canada’s engagement with 
Africa.  

Speaking at the House Foreign 
Affairs Committee last month, 
Cheryl Urban, Global Affairs 
Canada’s (GAC) assistant deputy 
minister for sub-Saharan Africa, 
said the government is pulling 
together information to work on 
an “approach” to Africa.

“At the moment we’re pulling 
together thoughts on engagement. 
It doesn’t have a name at the 
moment,” she told the committee 
on April 10.

Urban told the House commit-
tee last month that the govern-
ment has been reviewing all its 
consultations and information on 
engagement with Africa, and is “at 
the moment looking at that, and 
articulating how that can inform 
a Canadian strategy.”

That was the same message 
that she gave the Senate Foreign 
Affairs Committee last December, 
remarking that the department 
was “developing strategies and 
approaches based on what we 
have heard.”

Consultations for the Cana-
da-Africa economic co-operation 
strategy ended in July 2023.

During the April 10 meeting, 
Bloc Québécois MP Stéphane 
Bergeron (Montarville, Que.), his 
party’s foreign affairs critic, asked 
if Canada is reverting back to a 
“strategy” or a “framework,” or “sim-
ply a willingness to intensify our 
relations with sub-Saharan Africa?”

“Please enlighten us, because 
I must say that it’s hard to make 

heads or tails of this. I, myself, 
have been completely lost over 
the past few years. I no longer 
know what the government’s 
intentions are with respect to 
Africa,” he remarked.

“We started with a strategy, 
which then became a framework, 
and ended up being an approach. 
Is that right?” Bergeron asked.

“I’m just saying that we don’t 
have a name for it at the moment,” 
Urban responded.

Urban cited the reference to 
a strategy for economic co-op-
eration in International Trade 
Minister Mary Ng’s (Markham–
Thornhill, Ont.) mandate letter. 
Afterwards, Liberal MP Rob-
ert Oliphant (Don Valley West, 
Ont.), parliamentary secretary to 
Foreign Affairs Minister Mélanie 
Joly (Ahuntsic-Cartierville, Que.), 
undertook “a lot of work … to get 
out there,” she said.

Oliphant’s work on a strategy 
for engagement Africa started in 
2022. At the time, the Toronto MP 
told The Hill Times it would be a 
“foreign policy strategy.” He said 
that the strategy would be about 
“political engagement, foreign 
policy, security and defence 
issues, looking at food and agri-
cultural and food security issues, 
but also Canada’s place [on the 
continent].”  He had hoped to 
submit the plan to cabinet by the 
beginning of December 2022.

In May 2023, Ng launched 
public consultations for a Can-
ada-Africa economic co-opera-
tion strategy. That same month, 
Oliphant’s work was redubbed 
as a “framework,” and he told 
this newspaper that the change 
was made to avoid “anything 
that even suggests or hints at 
neocolonialism.”

“In the last 12 months, we’ve 
seen it go from a strategy to a 
framework, and then at the last 
meeting, we were told that it’s 
now an approach. This is a deeply 
unserious way to engage with 
the continent of Africa,” NDP MP 
Heather McPherson (Edmonton 
Strathcona, Alta.), her party’s 
foreign affairs critic, told the 
House Foreign Affairs Committee 
on April 15.

As a member of the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee, 
Oliphant has the awkward task 
of examining the work that he 
has helped propel forward. He 
remarked during an April 10 

committee meeting that it could 
ask him to be a witness as some 
of Bergeron’s questions should be 
directed to him.

“I am already fantasizing 
about a unanimous report from 
this committee that shines a light 
on Africa and demands that our 
government do more,” he said at 
the onset of the study.

‘We cannot delink the 
name from the content’: 
Prof. Akuffo

University of the Fraser 
Valley political science profes-
sor Edward Ansah Akuffo, an 
expert on Canada’s engagement 
with Africa, told The Hill Times 
that how this country defines its 
approach to African engagement 
has a large symbolic commitment 
to the priority it is placing on the 
continent.

“The name that we give to this 
engagement with the African conti-
nent is as important as the content 
of that engagement,” said Akuffo, 
who appeared before the House 
committee on April 15. “We cannot 
delink the name from the content 
of the engagement in itself.”

He said it’s important how 
African leaders and regional 
organizations receive Canada’s 
plan, remarking that the name the 
government gives to the process 
will send a signal.

“We cannot give something a 
name that is not going to be at-
tractive to the African continent,” 
he said. “So, the name is very, very 
important.”

Akuffo said Canada has 
already set the standard when it 
dubbed its Indo-Pacific rethink as 
a strategy.

“It wouldn’t work really well 
for the importance that we give 
to this engagement by giving it 
different names. In fact, it might 
sound a very wrong signal as how 
serious we take this,” he added.

He said the government should 
go back to its original label for 
the exercise and call it a strategy.

Akuffo said the delay in 
defining what its engagement 
plan with Africa will be called 
represents not only indecision, 
but also shows the government 
doesn’t understand the continent.

“For the years that we have 
disengaged, we have lost so much 
more traction that we don’t really 
understand what the issues are 

right now, so we don’t even know 
how to approach the continent 
right now,” he said.

He said that if Canada doesn’t 
come out with a strategy for 
African engagement, it could 
push Canada to the periphery for 
African nations.

Dalhousie University po-
litical science professor David 
Black, who researches Canada’s 
approach to sub-Saharan Afri-
ca, said in an interview that the 
government’s decision not to 
define its engagement plan with 
Africa is “symptomatic of a lack 
of clarity” about the purpose of 
the rethink.  

“It’s probably framed with an 
eye to the implications in terms 
of potential resource commit-
ments, and a government that is 
uncertain—frankly—about how 
much it is prepared to commit to 
a more strategic engagement with 
African issues and countries,” said 
Black, who appeared before the 
House committee on April 15.

He said it’s “quite telling” that 
it has been two years since the 
government revealed it was work-
ing towards articulating a strate-
gy, but hasn’t yet provided more 
clarity of the level of engagement, 
or level of funding.

“In a certain sense, it’s hard 
not to take as evidence [that] it 
still is not prepared to make this 
a more significant strategic prior-
ity,” he said.

Black said the lack of clarity 
will show African countries that 
Canada has a “certain lack of 
seriousness” and how it views the 
continent as a priority.

“Canada’s kind of indecision 
about how and how much it wish-
es to engage with African issues 
is sort of playing out at the same 
time as governments in other 
parts of the world have—over 
the last number of years—been 
engaging much more system-
atically and strategically and 
deeply with Africa than they have 
historically,” he said. “It’s hard for 
African governments to not see 
this as symptomatic of a lack of 
commitment.”  

Cooperation Canada’s policy 
lead Carelle Mang-Benza said 
how the government defines its 
work is important, remarking 
“words have meaning” and they 
convey intent.  

“A strategy would indicate 
a certain level of commitment,” 
said Mang-Benza, who appeared 
during the Senate committee’s 
study on Feb. 8, noting that strat-
egy could require a meaningful 
funding allocation.

“A framework is a loose con-
cept,” she said. “There’s no real 
commitment in a framework.”  

Mang-Benza said the lack of 
clarity and the lack of communi-
cation about its work could mean 
that Canada is disengaging or 
downplaying its relationship with 
Africa.

“The cynical view could be 
that Canada doesn’t care enough, 
and if I were an African partner 
or even sitting in a political office 
somewhere in Africa, I’d say: 
‘You don’t seem to care enough 
to publish something at the same 
time as the Indo-Pacific strategy 
or soon after,’” she said. “The very 
optimistic, maybe naïve view … 
would be it’s so important that 
they want to do it right, and 
they’re taking everything into 
consideration.”

University of Calgary instruc-
tor Chris W.J. Roberts, who was 
a witness during the House com-
mittee’s study on April 15, said 
beyond how the plan is defined, 
there is a need for a “high-level, 
comprehensive strategy” that is 
backed with political will.

“The reality is that without 
an overarching strategy that 
reconceptualizes and restructures 
Canada’s relationship with the 
African continent across policy 
domains and departments, the 
ongoing GAC, Senate, and House 
efforts are a waste of time,” he 
said.

He added that Canada’s recent 
defence policy update further 
decreases Africa’s inclusion in 
security policies, adding that as 
the world is “reawakening to the 
realities of Africa’s importance 
to global security and prosperity, 
Canada is ignoring some of its 
comparative advantages among 
all Western countries on the 
continent.”

Both the House and Senate 
committees are set to resume 
their studies on Canada’s African 
engagement on May 8.

nmoss@hilltimes.com
The Hill Times

Once a strategy, later 
a framework, Canada 
now unwilling to 
define Africa 
engagement rethink
The House and 
Senate Foreign Affairs 
committees are both 
currently undergoing 
studies looking at 
Canada’s engagement 
with Africa. 
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African Union Commission chair Moussa Faki, left, with Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau in Ottawa on Oct. 26, 2022. The Hill Times photograph by Andrew Meade



the work already completed by 
former special rapporteur David 
Johnston. But those goals aren’t 
mutually exclusive, given how 
discredited—rightly or wrongly—
Johnston’s position had become 
in the eyes of the public before 
his resignation from the role, 
says former defence department 
analyst Thomas Juneau.

In the first report released by 
the Public Inquiry into Foreign 
Interference in Federal Elector-
al Processes and Democratic 
Institutions on May 3, Commis-
sioner Marie-Josée Hogue said 
foreign interference in the last 
two federal elections was a “stain” 
on Canada’s electoral process, but 
did not undermine the results or 
the electoral process. 

“Our system remains sound,” 
Hogue said in a press confer-

ence following the release of the 
report, adding that there was no 
evidence to suggest that the acts 
of interference that did occur im-
peded voters’ ability to cast their 
ballots, or affected which party 
formed government.

This initial report follows 
months of investigations and sev-
eral weeks of hearings featuring 
nearly 70 witnesses, including 
diaspora groups, federal political 
party officials, politicians, intel-
ligence officials, Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau (Papineau, Que.), 
members of his cabinet, and the 
top staffers in the Prime Minis-
ter’s Office. 

The commission has been study-
ing allegations of foreign-state-led 
election interference during the 
2019 and 2021 federal elections. 

The inquiry’s interim report 
was released less than a year 

after former special rapporteur 
David Johnston’s first report was 
released on May 23, 2023, weeks 
before vacating the role to which 
he was appointed the previous 
March to investigate the issue of 
foreign interference in Canadian 
elections. 

Johnston’s report also said 
that foreign interference is a 
“real and growing threat.” Still, it 
recommended against a pub-
lic inquiry, arguing that there 
“should not and need not be a 
separate” inquiry as much of the 
most relevant information and 
testimony would need to remain 
secret.

However, during its investiga-
tion, Hogue said the commission 
had access to “all of the docu-
ments it deemed relevant,” free of 
national security redactions and 
that it conducted its work without 

limitation on its access to classi-
fied information.

“I am reassured that our 
electoral system is—all in all—
robust,” Hogue said, clarifying 
that foreign interference is a “real 
phenomenon that [Canada] must 
reckon with.”

“Interference occurred in the 
last two general elections and in-
deed continues to occur frequent-
ly,” Hogue said. “It is likely to 
increase and have negative conse-
quences for our democracy unless 
vigorous measures are taken to 
detect and better counter it.” 

Wark, a senior fellow with the 
Centre for International Gover-
nance Innovation, told reporters 
in the inquiry report lockup on 
May 3 that he expects the find-
ings will disappoint those who 
“expected more bang for their 
buck” from the commission. 

“I have always questioned how 
valuable this process would be 
as a replacement for [Johnston’s] 
report and his intentions to follow 
with a final report,” Wark said, 
noting that Johnston’s resignation 
had caused significant delays 
in the process, and that had he 
not stepped down in June 2023, 
his final report would have been 
completed by that October.

“Here we are in 2024. We won’t 
see a final report until December, 
and judicial inquiries usually 
produce recommendations which 
they typically give the govern-
ment a year to respond to,” Wark 
said, noting that responding to 
those recommendations was not 
the same as actually implement-
ing them.

However, while the initial 
stage of the inquiry was focused 
on fact finding—with policy 
proposals forthcoming in the final 
report at the end of the year—
there is some immediate action 
from the government.

On May 6, Public Safety Minis-
ter Dominic LeBlanc (Beauséjour, 
N.B.) tabled Bill C-70, An Act re-
specting countering foreign inter-
ference, which amends the CSIS 
Act, the Security of Information 
Act, the Canada Evidence Act, 
and the Criminal Code, creating 
new offences related to foreign 
interference and “sabotage.”

The bill also proposes a new 
Foreign Influence Transparency 
and Accountability Act, which 
would create a foreign agents 
registry to be administered by 
an independent transparency 
commissioner.

Those working for foreign 
powers, economic entities, or 
states would be required to 
register if they are undertaking 
influence activity under foreign 
direction to communicate with 
the Canadian public or office 
holders, or are making disburse-
ments of funding towards the 
development of policy, legislative 
proceedings, decision-making, or 
elections and nominations.

Those failing to register or 
found in contravention of the act 
could face a fine of up to $5-mil-
lion and/or up to five years in 
prison.

The bill would make it an in-
dictable offence—punishable with 
up to life in prison—for anyone to 
act on the direction of a foreign 
government to engage in “surrep-
titious or deceptive conduct” in 
order to influence a governmental 
or electoral process, including 
party nomination contests.

The bill was placed on the no-
tice paper on May 3 following the 
release of the inquiry’s report. 

In a May 3 press conference 
responding to Hogue’s report, 
LeBlanc told reporters that the 
government would act immediate-
ly, and not wait until the commis-
sion’s final report in December. 
He said that the legislative re-
forms in the bill would “reinforce 
our capacity concerning foreign 
interference.”

During a May 6 technical 
briefing for the media about the 
bill, Public Safety Canada offi-
cials wouldn’t comment on how 
long the legislation could take 
from royal assent to implemen-
tation of the registry, or whether 
it could be ready for the next elec-
tion, but said its implementation 
is a “priority.”

Inquiry more valuable 
than ‘robotic’ retread of 
Johnston report: Juneau

Wark said the public hearings 
and Hogue’s initial report have 
failed to advance the public’s 
knowledge beyond what had been 
indicated in Johnston’s report. 

“I think the jury is still out, 
frankly, as to whether this judicial 
inquiry process is going to deliver 
on the expectations that people 
have for it,” Wark said, adding that 
he believes those expectations 
may already be too high.

The ‘jury is still out’ on the value 
of foreign interference inquiry 
following preliminary report, 
says national security and 
intelligence expert Wesley Wark
The Public Inquiry 
into Foreign 
Interference released 
its first report on 
May 3, concluding 
that despite foreign 
interference 
occurring in the last 
two general elections, 
Canada’s electoral 
process remains 
‘robust.’
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Public Safety, 
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Institutions, and 
Intergovernmental 
Affairs Minister 
Dominic LeBlanc 
tabled Bill C-70, 
which would 
create a foreign 
agents registry, on 
May 6. The Hill 
Times photograph 
by Andrew Meade

If left unchecked, 
foreign 
interference 
threats could 
further reduce 
Canadians’ trust 
in the resilience of 
our democratic 
institutions, says 
Commissioner 
Justice Marie-
Josée Hogue. 
The Hill Times 
photograph by 
Andrew Meade



Wark said compared to Johnston’s 
initial report last year, Hogue’s report is “in 
many respects … much less hard-hitting,” 
and that many of Johnston’s “conclusions 
are essentially replicated.”

While Hogue’s report provides more 
information and detail regarding the 
irregularities and alleged foreign interfer-
ence that occurred during the 2019 Don 
Valley North, Ont., Liberal riding nomi-
nation contest and the 2021 general vote 
in Steveston–Richmond East, B.C., Wark 
said he doesn’t believe that information 
has advanced the public knowledge in a 
meaningful way.

Regarding the nomination of now-In-
dependent MP Han Dong (Don Valley 
North, Ont.), Wark said there was still only 
a “vague understanding” of the irregulari-
ties or any greater insight into what Dong 
knew or his alleged involvement.

A former would-be Liberal Party candi-
date previously told The Hill Times that the 
light shone on party nomination contest 
practices had already provided a return on 
investment as a public-education exercise 
before the first stage public hearings had 
even wrapped.

In her report, Hogue called Dong’s 
Liberal Party nomination race a “prima-
ry example of observed potential foreign 
interference,” citing “strong indications” that 
Chinese international students were bused 
to the nomination contest to vote in support 
of Dong. And while Hogue said she “cannot 
exclude the possibility” that the People’s Re-
public of China interfered with the nomina-
tion contest, and that it “may have impacted 
the result,” she also said “it is not possible to 
determine the number of students who were 
on the buses, or how they ultimately voted.”

Although the Don Valley North riding 
was considered a “safe” Liberal seat, and 
any foreign interference would not have 
affected which party held the riding in the 
general election, “it would, however, have 
affected who was elected to Parliament,” 
Hogue said. “This is significant.”

The report also singles out the Chinese 
government as posing the most significant 
threat of foreign election interference, with 
references to India, Pakistan, and Russia 
as countries that are more concerned with 
transnational repression outside of elec-
tions. But Wark said that wasn’t anything 
new, either.

“CSIS has been saying that for quite 
a long time, as has the Communications 
Security Establishment on the [Chinese 
government’s] cyber aggression front,” 
Wark explained. 

He also said Hogue’s initial report failed 
to sufficiently address how the government 
responded to foreign interference, and how 
intelligence was shared and communicat-
ed, as required by her terms of reference.

“There’s very little substance about that 
in her report,” Wark said.

Hogue’s report said she required further 
study before making “definitive recommen-
dations,” but the evidence she has heard 
so far “does not demonstrate bad faith on 
anyone’s part, or that information was 
deliberately and improperly withheld.” She 
did say however, that “on some occasions,” 
information related to foreign interference 
did not reach its intended recipient, or in 
some cases was not properly understood 
by those who received it. 

“These are serious issues that need 
to be investigated and considered,” Hogue 
said.  

Wark said that Johnston’s report had 
already highlighted “considerable degrees 

of dysfunction” in how intelligence is 
communicated by the Canadian Securi-
ty Intelligence Service and received by 
government officials and politicians. These 
would have already been addressed in the 
public hearings proposed as the secondary 
step in his study. 

National security expert Thomas Ju-
neau, an assistant professor at the Uni-
versity of Ottawa’s Graduate School of 
Public and International Affairs, said that 
while Hogue’s report may not include any 
surprises, that doesn’t mean the process 
was pointless.

“The bottom line is: yes, there was 
foreign interference; and yes, it’s a prob-
lem, and we need to do more; but no, it 
did not fundamentally affect the integrity 
of the elections, and Hogue did not see 
evidence of bad faith on the part of key 
actors,” Juneau explained. “That’s more or 
less what Johnston’s report said, and most 
reasonable experts have been saying it for 
a while.”

However, Juneau said Hogue had struck 
an essential balance between “not see-
ing an apocalyptic threat and not being 
dismissive.”

“There really is an emphasis in the tone 
that even if foreign interference did not 
fundamentally affect the integrity of our 
elections or change the result, it’s still a 
problem,” Juneau said. 

While that finding was already ob-
served in Johnston’s initial report, reaf-
firming those findings in a way the public 
would more readily accept was still valu-
able, he said. 

“I don’t think it’s mutually exclusive,” 
Juneau said. “It repeats some of the key 
points of Johnston’s report, but the reality 
is that Johnston had been so discredited 
politically, rightly or wrongly, that having 

a new process emphasize it again is not 
pointless.”

Even if the Johnston report’s “bottom 
line” remained the same, Juneau said that 
the public inquiry still provided more value 
than a “robotic” retread of those findings. 

“There is a transparency dimension to 
this,” Juneau explained. “Even if a lot of it 
remained classified or behind closed doors, 
there’s a public education dimension to 
this. Raising awareness and explaining this 
stuff to Canadians does matter.”

sbenson@hilltimes.com
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Former defence department analyst Thomas 
Juneau says that while the ‘bottom line’ remains 
the same in both Johnston’s and Hogue’s 
reports, the political discrediting of the former 
governor general necessitated confirmation of 
his findings by the commission. Photograph 
courtesy of X



If a requester doesn’t either 
resubmit or follow up on their 
request by March 31, 2025, their 
request will be considered closed. 
It is unclear if CBSA is informing 
individual requestors that action 
is needed or else their request 
will be shuttered in less than 11 
months.  

ATIP researcher Ken Rubin 
told The Hill Times he has not 
received any communication from 
CBSA to resubmit his request, 
remarking that he only heard 
about the agency’s troubles with 
processing ATIPs after inquir-
ing about the status of his own 
submissions.

Ottawa-based journalist Dean 
Beeby said the border agency still 
needs to find a way to follow the 
legislative timelines set forth un-
der the access-to-information law.

“Given that they’ve been 
handed this pile of crap, it doesn’t 
absolve them from having to 
find the resources to deal with it 

appropriately,” he said. “The onus 
is on those departments to cope 
with this bad situation by putting 
more resources into it.”

Purdy said CBSA is using 
“various options and resources to 
mitigate additional overall delays 
in ATIP requests,” which includes 
increasing personnel on a tem-
porary basis. The agency’s May 3 
release noted that it had returned 
to its “full capacity” of respond-
ing to 1,000 to 1,200 requests per 
week.

The most recent CBSA 
annual report to Parliament on 
the Access to Information Act 
for 2022-23 paints a comparably 
rosy picture of the agency’s track 

record of adherence to the legisla-
tive timeline in processing ATIPs, 
as the internal report shows that 
it closed 90 per cent of requests 
on time.  

But Beeby said, in reality, the 
agency is one of the worst offend-
ers in adhering to access-to-infor-
mation law.

“We have information from the 
information commissioner that 
points to a big problem—it’s a red 
flag,” he said.

In her annual report for 
2022-23, Information Commis-
sioner Caroline Maynard found 
that CBSA had the second most 
complaints of any government 
department and agency, only 
behind Immigration, Refugees, 
and Citizenship Canada (IRCC). 
 CBSA’s report to Parliament 
shows that 346 complaints were 
made to the information commis-
sioner, of which 295 had to do 
with time delays.

“These are the departments 
that are keeping people waiting 
beyond legislative timelines and 
their complaints are about de-
lays,” Beeby said.

At issue is CBSA and IRCC 
forcing those who want to see 
their immigration files into the 
ATIP system, Beeby said.

“The misuse of the act for 
this administrative purpose has 
created its own problems, its own 
backlogs, and its own avalanche 
of complaints,” he said. “That’s 

enough of a red flag to say clearly 
this is not working and these … 
administrative systems belong 
somewhere else to be run more 
effectively for the purpose of 
helping would-be immigrants get 
their case files.”

On May 7, Maynard tabled 
her most recent report showing 
that the ATIP system is the wrong 
avenue for those that need to gain 
access to immigration files to use.

In a similar report from 2021, 
Maynard found that IRCC’s 
surging complaints were a “direct 
result” of applicants being obtain 
to access their immigration files 
“through other means,” finding 
that the access-to-information 

system was “not the most efficient 
means of providing potential 
immigrants with the information 
they need.”

Beeby said even before ATIP 
records became inaccessible, the 
evidence shows that CBSA wasn’t 
working efficiently.

“If you’re already having 
efficiency problems and then 
they throw a curveball like this at 
you, of course it’s going to make 
things much, much worse. And 
your record is that you’re not very 
good at coping with problems 
with processing,” he said. “What 
worries me is departments use 
these things as ways to cover up 
for their performance.”

Beeby added that a lot of the 
outstanding files are from people 
wanting to immigrate to Canada, 
and they could have their own 
cases delayed further through no 
fault of their own.

“It’s really not just an inconve-
nience for reporters or business 
requesters. It’s a real big life 
problem for would-be immigrants 
that are relying on this inade-
quate system to get their immi-
gration application up to scratch,” 
he said. “This is an example 
where a technical screw-up is 
really impacting lives out there 
who deserve information about 
the status of their files.”

“It shouldn’t be this way. 
The Access to Information Act 
shouldn’t be used to help people 
get access to their own immi-
gration files. That’s not what the 
Access to Information Act was 
intended for,” he said.

British Columbia-based immi-
gration and refugee lawyer Will 
Tao, co-founder of Heron Law, 
said CBSA not adhering to the 
legislative timeline to respond to 
ATIP requests is the norm.

He said the real-life impact for 
immigrant applicants is a delay in 
understanding why their files are 
taking so long, and if they should 
file for judicial review or man-
damus to force IRCC to move on 
their application. 

“I think the added inconve-
nience and the inevitable number 
of folks who will have difficulty 
navigating the re-application on 
technical grounds is concerning,” 
he added, remarking that ap-
plicants are increasingly using 
the CBSA ATIP system since 
the agency has proven faster in 
responding to access requests 
than IRCC.

nmoss@hilltimes.com
The Hill Times

CBSA’s access-to-
information woes continue 
with 12,000 requests 
inaccessible, requestors 
encouraged to resubmit
Following a technical 
glitch, CBSA is giving 
ATIP requestors until 
the end of next March 
to resubmit or follow 
up on their requests, 
otherwise they will be 
deemed closed. 
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The Canada Border 
Services Agency, which is 
led by president Erin 
O’Gorman, can only access 
around 4,000 of its 
backlog of 16,000 ATIPs. 
The Hill Times photograph 
by Andrew Meade

Information 
Commissioner 
Caroline 
Maynard is 
taking aim at 
CBSA’s use of 
the access-to-
information 
system being 
employed for 
applicants to 
see their 
immigration 
files. The Hill 
Times 
photograph by 
Andrew Meade

Access-to-
information 
researcher 
Ken Rubin 
says he has 
not heard 
from CBSA 
to resubmit 
his ATIPs. 
The Hill 
Times 
photograph 
by Andrew 
Meade



World Press Freedom Canada hon-
oured The Globe and Mail’s Robyn 

Doolittle with this year’s Career Achieve-
ment Award at its annual luncheon on May 
2 at the National Arts Centre. 

Arriving just before 11:30 a.m. for the 
pre-luncheon networking reception, Party 
Central spotted most of the World Press 
Freedom Canada (WPFC) board of di-
rectors, including the Pendulum Group’s 
Heather Bakken, who serves as president; 
Janet Silver, vice-president and former 
managing editor of iPolitics; Sussex Strate-
gy Group’s Shawn McCarthy; Accenture’s 
Caitlin Kidd and Kathryn May; Compass 
Rose Group’s Bea Vongdouangchanh; 
Politico’s Sue Allan, cartoonist Guy “Bado” 
Badeaux; freelance journalists Deen Beeby 
and Susan Korah; The Trillium’s Linsey 
Raschkowan; Roy Christensen, former 
press officer to the European Delegation 
to Canada; The Hill Times’ publisher Leslie 
Dickson; Bluesky Strategy Group’s Alyson 
Fair; the Business Council of Canada’s 
Howard Fremeth; 110 Percent Communica-
tions Services’ Gord McIntosh; lawyer Da-
vid Rodier; and David Schimpky, director 
of secretariat at the Canadian Commission 
for UNESCO.

Inside the NAC’s Canada Room, Party 
Central navigated through the 35 sponsor 
tables, including the CWA Media Union, 
Compass Rose Group, The Business Coun-
cil of Canada, TC Energy, Sussex Strategy, 
the Institute for Research on Public Policy, 

Edelman Global Advisory, PostMedia, 
CPAC, The Globe and Mail, Unifor, WestJet, 
and The Hill Times. However, while the 
Creskeys and Dicksons had offered a seat 
at their table, Party Central had already ac-
cepted an invite from Kerry Patterson-Bak-
er, the Forest Products Association of 
Canada‘s (FPAC) vice-president of commu-
nications and public affairs. Also joining 
the FPAC table was DG Stringer, principal 
secretary in Ottawa Mayor Mark Sutcliffe’s 
office; 3M Canada’s Jackie Choquette; 
Global Public Affairs’ Hannah Thibedeau; 
and KPMG’s Leigh Harris. 

The evening before, on May 1, WPFC 
hosted an exclusive VIP reception at Ger-
man Ambassador Sabine Sparwasser’s 
official residence for around 50 guests, 
serving complimentary wine and sparkling 
rosé, as well as a buffet of roasted eggplant 
salad, roasted chicken with sumac and 
red onions, and—you guessed it—roasted 
Moroccan spring vegetables.

Alongside most of the WPFC board at 
the VIP reception, Party Central also spot-
ted IRPP’s Kathryn May; Rubicon Strat-
egy’s Don Newman; Pendulum Group’s 
Yaroslav Baran; Heritage Minister Pascale 
St-Onge and her partner Maeva Proteau; 
House Speaker Greg Fergus; United 
Kingdom High Commissioner Susannah 
Goshko; Australian High Commissioner 
Scott Ryan; Politico’s Zi-Ann Lum; The 
Toronto Star’s Stephanie Levitz; Canadian 
Press’ Dylan Robertson; CWA union pres-
ident Carmel Smyth; and Anne McGrath, 
principal secretary to NDP Leader Jagmeet 
Singh. 

Back at the NAC the next day, as Party 
Central dug into the free lunch featuring 
the same chicken, potatoes, and seasonal 
vegetable served at almost all of these lun-
cheon events, Bakken called attendees to 
attention before handing things off to MC 
Catherine Clark, president of Catherine 
Clark Communications. Her speech was 
followed by a video from the Estonian and 
German Embassies, and speeches from 
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Doolittle wins 
big at the Press 
Freedom Awards

World Press Freedom 
Canada hosted its annual 
luncheon on May 2 at the 
National Arts Centre, and an 
exclusive pre-reception the 
day before at the German 
residence.

Margaret 
Sullivan, The 
Guardian U.S. 
columnist, left, 
and The Globe 
and Mail’s 
Robyn 
Doolittle, 
winner of this 
year’s World 
Press Freedom 
Canada career 
achievement 
award, at the 
WPFC awards 
luncheon at the 
National Arts 
Centre on May 
1. The Hill Times 
photograph by 
Stuart Benson

The Hill Times’ table with Jim Creskey, founding editor and publisher, left; Diana 
Bracegirdle; Anne Creskey; Anne Marie Creskey, HT’s publisher and CEO; Leslie Dickson, 
publisher; and Ross Dickson, founding editor and publisher. The Hill Times photograph by 
Stuart Benson

3M Canada’s Jackie Choquette, left; Party Central’s Stuart Benson; Kerry Patterson-
Baker, Forest Products Association; DG Stringer, principal secretary in Ottawa Mayor 
Mark Sutcliffe’s office; Global Public Affairs’ Hannah Thibedeau, and KPMG’s Leigh 
Harris. The Hill Times photograph courtesy of Stuart Benson

Searchlight Strategy Group’s Greg Westin, 
left, Global Public Affairs’ Hannah 
Thibedeau, and The Globe and Mail’s 
Robert Fife. The Hill Times photograph by 
Stuart Benson

The Toronto Star’s Stephanie Levitz, 
left, and The National Post’s Chris 
Nardi and Catherine Levesque. The 
Hill Times photograph by Stuart Benson



Yves-Gérard Méhou-Loko, secretary gen-
eral of the Canadian Commission for UN-
ESCO, and Anthony Ostler, president and 
CEO of the Canadian Bankers Association. 

Margaret Sullivan, columnist for The 
Guardian U.S. and the executive director 
of Columbia University’s Craig Newmark 
Center for Journalism Ethics and Security, 
delivered the ceremony’s keynote speech, 
urging the gathered journalists to “focus 
on the stakes, not the odds” by resisting the 
urge to reduce political reporting to “horse-
race,” polling-centre narratives.

“Democracy is on the ballot,” Sullivan 
reminded the crowd, speaking not only 
of her country’s elections in November, 
but also the 63 other national elections 
happening around the world this year that 
will see approximately half of the planet’s 
8.1-billion people cast a ballot. 

As a reminder of the stakes and what 
happens when the press isn’t free, Sullivan 
spoke about imprisoned Wall Street Jour-
nal reporter Evan Gershkovich, her former 
editorial assistant when they both worked 
at The New York Times, who was arrest-
ed in March 2023 by Russian authorities 
and remains in prison on BS espionage 
charges.

Following Sullivan’s speech, Osler and 
Bakken returned to the stage alongside 
McCarthy, Silver, and Beeby to hand out 
the awards.

In her acceptance speech, Doolittle, a 
corporate law reporter and “do-a-lot” inves-
tigative journalist of Unfounded and Secret 
Canada fame, had a bit of an “Oscar mo-
ment” as the sound technicians apparently 
decided she had spoken too much when 
they began playing the wrap-it-up music. 

Winnipeg Free Press reporter Melissa 
Martin also won this year’s Press Freedom 
Award for her on-the-ground coverage of 
Russia’s invasion and the war in Ukraine 
via Substack. Martin was unavailable to 
attend the luncheon but did send a video 
from sunny Kyiv, Ukraine. 

Press Freedom certificates of merit were 
also handed out to The Globe and Mail’s 
Frédérik-Xavier Duhamel, The Toronto 
Star’s Sara Mojtehedzadeh, Lighthouse-
Now Progress Bulletin’s Keith Corcoran, 
Trent University student journalist Evan 
Robins, and Carleton University student 
newspaper The Charlatan’s Faith Gre-
co. Charles Seguin and Naomie Duck-
ett-Zamor with the Université du Québec 
à Montréal’s student newspaper accepted 
the Press Freedom Student Award for their 
coverage of the lack of democracy at stu-
dent associations for which they endured 
threats and stolen newspapers.

Badeaux presented the 24th interna-
tional cartoon award to this year’s winner, 
Bruce MacKinnon, editorial cartoonist 
for the Halifax Chronicle Herald, for his 
cartoon depicting an OpenAI alligator 
preparing to clamp its jaws down on the 
unsuspecting Copyright Heron. This year’s 
runners-up were Brazilian cartoonist 
Dalcio Machado and Serbian Jugoslav 
Vlahović.

Following closing remarks from Clark 
and Christa Dickenson, president and CEO 
of CPAC, Party Central made a quick exit 
and headed over to the House of Commons 
for Question Period like all of the other 
bandwagon press gallery members that 
Dale Smith has had to share the space with 
since wacko-gate.

sbenson@hilltimes.com
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Doolittle wins 
big at the Press 
Freedom Awards
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Sarah Andrews, Friends of Canadian Media, left; Catherine Cullen, host of CBC’s The House; 
Devin McCarthy, Sussex Strategy; The Globe and Mail’s Joy SpearChief-Morris; Sussex 
Strategy’s Katherine Koostachin; CBC’s Olivia Stefanovich; Sussex Strategy’s Liam Daly; 
and FCM’s Marla Boltman.

Valerie Polydore, the German Embassy’s political department head, right, greets the guests 
and gives regrets on behalf of Ambassador Sabine Sparwasser who was attending the Arctic 
Climate Change summit in Montreal. 

The World Press Freedom Canada board of directors: Howard Fremeth, left, Susan Korah, 
David Schimpky, Guy Badeaux, Leslie Dickson, Sue Allen, Gord McIntosh, Bea 
Vongdouangchanh, Roy Christensen, Heather Bakken, David Rodier, Shawn McCarthy, 
Caitlin Kidd, Alyson Fair, and Linsey Raschkowan. 

Maeva Proteau, left, and her partner Heritage Minister Pascal St-Onge, Pendulum Group’s 
Heather Bakken, and cartoonist Guy ‘Bado’ Badeaux.

Bluesky Strategy Group’s Alyson Fair, left, 
Politico’s Zi-Ann Lum, and Estonian Ambassador 
Margus Rava.

Anne McGrath, principal secretary to 
the NDP leader, left; Pendulum Group’s 
Yaroslav Baran; and Rosa Sokolowski, 
German Embassy second secretary.

Business Council of Canada’s Howard Fremeth, left, Amy Castle, and Heather Scoffield; 
Reuters’ David Ljunggren; and Compass Rose Group’s Bea Vongdouangchanh.

Charles Seguin, left, and Naomie Duckett-
Zamor, student journalists with the Université 
du Québec à Montréal’s student newspaper; 
and Faith Greco, student journalist with 
Carleton University’s The Charlatan.

The Globe and Mail’s Bill Curry, left, 
and Frédérik-Xavier Duhamel.

Carmel Smyth, president of CWA Media Union, 
left; Rubicon Strategy’s Don Newman; and 
House Speaker Greg Fergus.

Australian High Commissioner Scott 
Ryan, left, and U.K. High 
Commissioner Susannah Goshko.
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TUESDAY, MAY 7—WEDNESDAY, 
MAY 8

2024 Montreal Climate Sum-
mit—Former Liberal cabinet minis-
ter Catherine McKenna, now chair of 
the UN High-Level Expert Group on the 
Net-Zero Emissions Commitments of 
Non-State Entities, will take part in the 
2024 Montreal Climate Summit hap-
pening from May 7-8 at the Grand Quay 
of the Port of Montreal. Details online: 
sommetclimatmtl.com.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 8
House Sitting Schedule—The 

House is scheduled to sit for a total of 
125 days in 2024. The House is sitting 
May 6-May 10. The House returns on 
Tuesday, May 21, after the Victoria 
Day holiday, and will sit for five straight 
weeks until June 21. The House 
resumes sitting on Sept. 16, and will sit 
for four weeks from Sept. 16-Oct. 11, 
but take Monday, Sept. 30, off. It breaks 
Oct. 14-18, and resumes sitting on Oct. 
21. It sits Oct. 21-Nov. 9, and breaks on 
Nov. 11 for Remembrance Day week 
until Nov. 15. It resumes again on Nov. 
18, and is scheduled to sit from Nov. 
18-Dec. 17.

Donner Prize Gala—The 2023 Don-
ner Prize will be presented at a gala din-
ner. The annual award recognizes the 
best public policy by a Canadian author. 
The winner will be awarded $60,000, 
and the four others will each receive 
$7,500. Wednesday, May 8, in Toronto. 
Details online: donnerbookprize.com.

Book Launch: From War Zones 
to Boardrooms—The Rideau Club is 
hosting a book launch for Martin Rust, 
founder of Martin Rust Strategic Ad-
visory Services Inc. and senior adviser 
for cybersecurity at Strategy Corp. Rust 
will share real-life “Moments”—pivotal 
stories that challenge conventional 
strategic planning—that inspired his 
book, From War Zones to Boardrooms: 
Optimize the Moment When Strategic 
Planning Fails. Join us for the author’s 
presentation, book signing, and compli-
mentary wine and canapés. Wednes-
day, May 8, 5-7 p.m., Rideau Club, 99 
Bank St., 15th floor, Members’ Lounge. 
Tickets available by request: heather@
pendulumgroup.ca.

Mental Health Week Recep-
tion—The Canadian Mental Health 
Association invites Parliamentarians 

and officials to its annual food and 
drink reception in celebration of Mental 
Health Week, with opening remarks 
from Mental Health and Addictions Min-
ister Ya’ara Saks. Wednesday, May 8, 
from 5-8 p.m. in Ottawa. By invite only, 
connect with Ms. SM Leduc (smleduc@
cmha.ca) to RSVP.

Build a Dream Anniversary Recep-
tion—Build a Dream is celebrating its 
10th anniversary with a reception on 
Wednesday, May 8 at the Rideau Club 
from 6-8 p.m. This invite-only event 
will bring together government and 
community partners to celebrate Build 
a Dream’s achievements in empower-
ing young women to pursue careers in 
the skilled trades, STEAM, emergency 
response, and entrepreneurship fields.

THURSDAY, MAY 9
National Air Accessibility Summit—

Transport Minister Pablo Rodriguez 
and Diversity, Inclusion, and Persons 
with Disabilities Minister Kamal Khera 
will co-host Canada’s first National Air 
Accessibility Summit. Thursday, May 9, 
at the Shaw Centre, 55 Colonel By Dr., 
Ottawa.

Innovation DM Kennedy to Deliver 
Remarks—Deputy Minister of Innova-
tion Simon Kennedy will take part in a 
panel discussion, “Increasing Canada’s 
Economic Resilience,” hosted by the 
Canadian Club of Toronto. Thursday, 
May 9, at 11:45 a.m. at the Fairmont 
Royal York, 100 Front St. W., Toronto. 
Details online: canadianclub.org.

Book Launch: Canadians Who 
Innovate—Roseann O’Reilly Runte, 
president of the Canadian Foundation 
for Innovations, will discuss her new 
book, Canadians Who Innovate: The 
Trailblazers and Ideas That Are Chang-
ing the World. Thursday, May 9, at 7 
p.m. ET at Library and Archives Canada, 
395 Wellington St., Ottawa. Details on-
line: writersfestival.org.

Mental Health Summit—The Hi 
Dad Foundation, alongside Conserva-
tive MP Matt Jeneroux, NDP MP Gord 
Johns, Liberal MP Majid Jowhari, and 
Bloc MP Julie Vignola, in partnership 
with the Canadian Mental Health 
Association, the Centre for Suicide 
Prevention, and the Mental Health 
Commission of Canada, hosts the 
Mental Health Summit. This event will 
delve into pressing issues concerning 
prioritizing youth mental health, over-

coming barriers to men’s mental health 
awareness, equitable supports, and 
public policy reforms. Thursday, May 9, 
at 8 a.m. ET the National Arts Centre, 1 
Elgin St. Details online via Eventbrite.

SATURDAY, MAY 11
The King’s Birthday Luncheon—

The Ottawa Branch of the Monarchist 
League hosts a luncheon in honour 
of King Charles’ birthday, a celebration 
of the Canadian Crown marking Victoria 
Day, the King’s official birthday in Can-
ada. Saturday, May 11 at 12 p.m. ET at 
the Ottawa Hunt and Golf Club, 1 Hunt 
Club Rd. Details online via Eventbrite.

TUESDAY, MAY 13
Stephen Harper to Deliver Re-

marks—Former Conservative prime 
minister Stephen Harper will deliver 
the 2024 Hugh and Laura MacKinnon 
Roundtable Luncheon hosted by the 
C.D. Howe Institute. Tuesday, May 13 at 
12 p.m. ET at 67 Yonge St., Suite 300. 
Details online.

TUESDAY, MAY 14
Justice Minister to Deliver Re-

marks—Justice Minister and Attorney 
General of Canada Arif Virani will deliver 
remarks on “Where Online Harms Have 
Real World Consequences: The Case for 
Legislating Against Harm and Hate,” a 
hybrid event hosted by the Empire Club 
of Canada. Tuesday, May 14, at 11:30 
a.m. ET. Details online: empireclubof-
canada.com.

Bloc Leader Blanchet to Deliver 
Remarks—Bloc Québécois Leader Yves-
François Blanchet will deliver remarks 
in French on “A Quebec model of 
prosperity” hosted by the Chamber of 
Commerce of Metropolitain Montreal. 
Tuesday, May 14, at 11:30 a.m. ET at 
Fairmont The Queen Elizabeth, 900 
René-Lévesque Blvd. W., Montreal. 
Details online: ccmm.ca.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 15
BDC President Hudon to Deliver 

Remarks—Isabelle Hudon, president 
and CEO of the Business Development 
Bank of Canada, will deliver remarks at 
a breakfast event, “Development that 
Matters: Entrepreneurship in Atlantic 
Canada” hosted by the Halifax Chamber 
of Commerce. Wednesday, May 15, at 8 

a.m. AT at Courtyard by Marriott Halifax 
Dartmouth, 35 Shubie Dr., Dartmouth, 
N.S. Details online: business.halifax-
chamber.com.

Ministers Blair and Champagne to 
Deliver Remarks—National Defence 
Minister Bill Blair and Industry Min-
ister François-Philippe Champagne 
will take part in a lunch event hosted 
by the Montreal Council on Foreign 
Relations. Wednesday, May 15, at 11:30 
a.m. ET in a downtown Montreal hotel. 
Details online: corim.qc.ca.

Lunch: ‘Renewing CUSMA and 
Perspectives on the U.S. Election’—
Canada’s former chief trade negotiator 
Steve Verheul will deliver remarks 
on “Table Stakes: Renewing CUSMA 
and Perspectives on the US Election” 
at a lunch hosted by the C.D. Howe In-
stitute. Wednesday, May 15, at 12 p.m. 
ET at 67 Yonge St., Suite 300, Toronto. 
Details online: cdhowe.org.

THURSDAY, MAY 16
Ambassador Theodore to Deliver 

Remarks—Nadia Theodore, head of 
Canada’s permanent mission in Geneva, 
ambassador and permanent represen-
tative to the WTO, UNCTAD, ITC and 
WIPO, will deliver remarks in a webinar 
hosted by the C.D. Howe Institute. 
Thursday, May 16, at 12:30 pm. ET 
happening online: cdhowe.org.

FRIDAY, MAY 17
Pink Tea with Charlotte Gray—The 

Famous 5 Foundation hosts award-win-
ning non-fiction author Charlotte 
Gray for its virtual Pink Tea. Friday, May 
17, at 2 p.m. ET, happening online: 
famous5.ca.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 22
AFN Dialogue on Transport and 

Storage of Used Nuclear Fuel—The 
Assembly of First Nations hosts the 
fourth in a four-part series, “Regional 
Dialogues on the Transportation and 
Storage of Used Nuclear Fuel” from 
April 9-May 22, to advocate for First 
Nations’ active involvement in decisions 
about used nuclear fuel, management, 
and transportation across Turtle Island. 
Wednesday, May 22, at 8 a.m. ET at the 
Delta Hotels by Marriott, 2240 Sleeping 
Giant Pkwy., Thunder Bay, Ont. De-
tails online: afn.ca/events.

SOCAN Parliamentary Reception—
The Society of Composers, Authors, and 
Music Publishers of Canada (SOCAN) 
is back on the Hill hosting its annual 
reception that will showcase some of 
the best in Canadian musical talent. 
Wednesday, May 22, from 5:30 p.m. 
(or after votes) to 7:30 p.m. in the East 
Block Courtyard, Parliament Hill. Details 
to follow.

An Evening with Joe Clark—The 
Pearson Centre hosts “An Evening 
with Joe Clark,” a celebration of the 
45th anniversary of Clark’s election as 
Canada’s 16th prime minister. Wednes-
day, May 22, at 5:45 p.m. at the Shaw 
Centre, 55 Colonel By Dr., Ottawa. 
Contact info@thePearsonCentre.ca.

THURSDAY, MAY 23
Breakfast: ‘VIA Rail’s 2030 

vision’—The Chamber of Commerce of 
Metropolitan Montreal hosts a breakfast 
event with Mario Péloquin, president 
and CEO of VIA Rail, who will deliver 
remarks in French on “VIA Rail’s 2030 
vision: To be at the heart of Canada’s 
passenger journey.” Thursday, May 23, 
at 7:30 a.m. ET at Le Centre Sheraton, 
1201 René-Lévesque Blvd. W., Montre-
al. Details online: ccmm.ca.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 29
Ambassador Hillman to Deliver 

Remarks—Canada’s Ambassador to 
the United States Kirsten Hillman will 
deliver remarks in French at a lunch 
event hosted by the Montreal Council 
on Foreign Relations. Wednesday, May 
29, at 11:30 a.m. at Le Centre Sheraton 
Montréal, 1201 Blvd René-Lévesque 
W., Montreal. Details online: corim.
qc.ca.

Vote16 Ottawa Summit—Non-affil-
iated Senator Marilou McPhedran hosts 

the Vote16 Ottawa Summit, a historic 
gathering of groups and leaders working 
towards youth empowerment through 
democratic reform. Wednesday, May 
29, at 2 p.m. the Sir John A. Macdonald 
Building, 144 Wellington St., Ottawa. 
Details online via Eventbrite.

Vancouver Fraser Port Authority 
Reception—The Vancouver Fraser Port 
Authority will be holding a reception. 
Wednesday, May 29, at 5:30 p.m. ET at 
the Métropolitain Brasserie, 700 Sussex 
Dr., Ottawa.

LAC Scholar Awards—Get ready 
to honour outstanding Canadians 
who have left an indelible mark on 
our country’s cultural, literary, and 
historical heritage at the 2024 Library 
and Archives Canada Scholar Awards. 
Presented by The Library and Archives 
Canada Foundation and Library and Ar-
chives Canada, with generous sponsor 
Air Canada. Wednesday, May 29, 6 p.m. 
ET, 395 Wellington St., Ottawa. 

Riverkeeper Gala—The 2024 
Riverkeeper Gala will take place on 
Wednesday, May 29, 6-11 p.m. ET 
at the NCC River House, 501 Sir 
George-Étienne Cartier Pkwy., Ottawa. 
Tickets: riverkeepergala.com.

THURSDAY, MAY 30
2024 Economic Reconciliation 

Summit—Canada 2020 and Indigenous 
leaders from across the country host the 
2024 Economic Reconciliation Sum-
mit: “The Indigenous-led Economy.” 
Explore cutting-edge Indigenous-led 
economic development projects, the 
unquestionable value of Indigenous 
leadership and innovation, and solutions 
for supporting the sovereignty, wealth, 
and well-being of Indigenous people 
and communities now and for genera-
tions to come. Thursday, May 30, at 10 
a.m. ET the Westin Ottawa Hotel, 11 
Colonel By Dr., Ottawa. Details online 
via Eventbrite.

Panel: ‘Canada’s Current Economic 
Landscape’—The Economic Club 
of Canada hosts a panel discussion, 
“Examining Canada’s Current Economic 
Landscape” with former Bank of Cana-
da governor Stephen Poloz and former 
federal Liberal finance minister John 
Manley. Which economic policies 
should Canada look to apply for the 
remainder of 2024, what are the options 
available, and what can be done in the 
immediate future to ensure the health 
and longevity of the Canadian economy? 
Thursday, May 30, at 11:45 a.m. ET at 
the Hilton Toronto, 145 Richmond St. W. 
Details online: economicclub.ca.

Steve Paikin to Launch New 
Book—TVO host Steve Paikin will take 
part in the Ottawa launch of his biog-
raphy on former a prime minister, John 
Turner: An Intimate Biography of Can-
ada’s 17th Prime Minister. He will sign 
copies of the book, which is included 
with ticketed entry. A reception will fol-
low. Thursday, May 30, at 5 p.m ET at 
Walter House, 282 Somerset St W., 
Ottawa. Details online via Eventbrite.

Tapiriit 2024—Join Inuit Tapiriit 
Kanatami for an intimate celebration 
of Inuit culture and the traditions that 
unite us. Enjoy an evening of entertain-
ment and a culinary journey of Inuit 
country food, hunted and harvested 
across the four regions of Inuit Nun-
angat. Thursday, May 30, 6-10 p.m. 
ET, National Arts Centre, 1 Elgin St. 
For more information visit us on Face-
book or Instagram. Purchase tickets on 
our website, itk.ca.

SUNDAY, JUNE 2
Mexican Presidential Election—

Mexico’s presidential election happens 
on Sunday, June 2.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 5
Panel: ‘Canada-U.S. Relations: 

The Road Ahead’—Former Canadian 
ambassadors to the United States Gary 
Doer and David McNaughton will deliver 
remarks on “Canada-US Relations: 
The Road Ahead” at the C.D. Howe 
Institute’s annual Directors’ Dinner. 
Wednesday, June 5, at 5:30 p.m. ET the 
Fairmont Royal York, 100 Front St. W., 
Toronto. Details online: cdhowe.org.

Ministers Rodriguez, 
Khera host inaugural 
Air Accessibility Summit 
in Ottawa on May 9

The Parliamen-
tary Calendar is 
a free events list-
ing. Send in your 
political, cultural, 
diplomatic, or 
governmental 
event in a para-
graph with all the 
relevant details 
under the subject 
line ‘Parliamen-
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hilltimes.com by 
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noon before the 
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